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March 1, 2021
Dear People of Church of Our Father, St. Saviour’s, and St. Andrew’s and St. John’s,
A year ago February, Jonathan and I sold our home in Topsham, Maine, packed up all our
belongings and our cat Luna, and headed north to join life with you on MDI. The next few
weeks were spent settling into the Dolliver House in Southwest Harbor, owned by the Parish of St. Andrew and St. John, and learning our way around the roads of the island.
My first official day of ministry was Sunday, February 14 with a meet-and-greet Zoom
“coffee hour” after a pre-recorded YouTube service. Later that week, we had a virtual Shrove Tuesday pancake
supper and observed Ash Wednesday with a liturgy offered over Zoom for all the Episcopal parishes on MDI,
followed by the distribution of ashes in the parking lots of all churches over the afternoon. It was a delight to
meet so many of you in person that day!
As the season of Lent 2022 begins, I am full of gratitude for this past year of ministry with you:
Our Lenten prayer and study offered over Zoom is a fond memory. The Sunrise Service on Easter Day was our
first in-person Eucharist since the pandemic began. It was a splendid and very cold morning at the Seawall Picnic
Area as the sun rose over the sea behind our rustic altar. We then had a beautiful island-wide service of Holy Eucharist over YouTube, followed by distribution of the sacrament at all church parking lots. It was just lovely to
meet more of you that day!
The next months of warming weather welcomed folks back to Hancock County for the summer season, some of
whom had not been back to Maine since the summer of 2019. In June, we started worshipping together in person.
We got into a rhythm of Sunday worship over July, August, and September. I got to know many of you more personally through conversations after church, one-on-one Zoom meetings, time at your homes, or going for walks
in the area.
In October the parishes adjusted our worship schedule so that we now have Holy Eucharist all but one Sunday of
the month at your church and you are able to have your priest as the celebrant for these services. The pastoral
benefit of worshipping with you almost every week cannot be adequately described, and the new schedule has
allowed our diversity in worship style to be experienced as a strength within the three parishes of our
“partnership.”
I am very grateful for the way that all three churches have embraced the schedule change, and I look forward to
the return of other parishioners this summer where these benefits will be experienced anew with even more of our
faith community.
The lengthening hours of sunshine each day hint that spring is around the corner!
Faithfully,

The Rev. Holly Hoffmann

Preparing Palm Crosses
On Saturday, April 9th at 10 a.m., a small group of volunteers will meet in St. Saviour's Parish Hall to
prepare palm crosses for Palm Sunday.
No experience necessary, masking required. If you are interested in joining this little workshop,
please let Sue Blaisdell know (sblaisdell4@roadrunner.com, or 207-4092). Thanks for your help!

Random thoughts from the Senior Warden
As this Covid pandemic continues on, I have a myriad of thoughts, not really lending themselves to a single
focus. So bear with me.
When I attend church on Sundays and see everyone masked I am filled with pride for our congregation’s willingness to wear masks and am also grateful that mask compliance is generally accepted here on M.D.I.
Those in leadership positions, whether it be on the national, state or local level are having to make decisions
that are often not popular, yet continue to lead. They are concerned about others and are aware that their decisions can affect the lives and well being of those they serve. These decisions can lead to criticism from others
and generate anger and frustration. I ask that you keep our leaders in your prayers. I especially ask prayers for
Holly+ who began her ministry with us in the beginning of the pandemic, so faced all the general stresses of a
new priest-in-charge but then faced the stresses that Covid brought as well.
I heard a rumor that our Junior Warden just celebrated a day when she didn’t have to deal with any churchrelated issues. Carolyn has been inundated with building maintenance and repair issues. I am so grateful for
her patience and diligence.

Wayne Parlee continues to be our go-to person for so many chores and tasks needing to be done. I often serve
as his ‘go-fer’ and marvel at his knowledge and skill in accomplishing so many varied challenges. Ty Proctor
has now joined Wayne as another skilled handyman and is always willing to help out.
I am concerned that not having in-person worship for such a long time has caused some to feel disconnected
from their church. Although we have returned to in person worship, our attendance is lower than it was prepandemic. I know there are some who still feel unsafe in any closed indoor space, but I wonder if there are others who have lost their motivation to head out to church on Sunday mornings. With no coffee hour and the
subsequent socialization that offered, the sense of community that was present before all the Covid restrictions
were required is perhaps lacking for many.
On a more positive note, good works continue, our priest remains sane, and God is present in all we do.
Music is still present in the form of community concerts, thanks to Daniel and his recent addition of Baroque
music offerings. Nature’s beauty remains on this, our island home. We have much for which we are grateful.
Thanks be to God!
Linda

St. Saviour’s sanctuary wired for internet access!
A huge ‘thank you’ goes to the vestry, and especially to the junior warden,
for the installation of wifi in our sanctuary.
Now our services of worship can be live-streamed!

St. Saviour’s Parish Vestry Meeting - January 19, 2022 [via ZOOM ]
Members Present:

David Cuthbertson, Holly +, Carolyn Reed, Buck Jardine, Lee Garrett, Jim Vallette, Eliza
Vallette, Susan Blaisdell, Linda Foster & Diane Zito

Excused:

Ty Proctor

Mother Holly started this meeting by leading us in prayer.
The minutes of the December 2021 meeting were circulated via email a few weeks ago, edited slightly and
will be forwarded to the parish administrator tonight.
Junior Warden’s Report:
Carolyn highlighted portions of her written report for us. A covering has been placed over the exposed
stained glass window, the WiFi project is nearing completion, the heat pump is installed for the master suite in
the rectory, and there is a need for some plumbing work in the master suite bathroom including the likely installation of a toe heater in this area. More storm windows are ready to be placed on various windows on the
first floor of the rectory common and office.
Treasurer’s Report:
Jim presented us with two written versions of his monthly report to us. He highlighted some of the aspects of
these reports. There was a motion made to pay the annual fee as has been done historically to the town (this
in lieu of ordinary taxation) of $1000. This was moved, seconded and it passed unanimously. The Finance
Committee has met. In anticipation of the need for some $300,000+ for upcoming capital improvements to
our physical plant, it is suggested that we move somewhat away from a stock heavy portfolio to one which is
less volatile to afford us access to funds as needed. As to various fund designations in our endowment (ie: restricted vs non-restricted), it is suggested that we re-examine what line items ought to be consolidated and/or
renamed. Pledges this year are overall up in comparison to past pledge years. We are using Quickbooks as a
tool to restructure the some 1000 funds in our budget structure in hopes of paring these down to some 100
fund designations for easier management of our budget. There will be a definite need for a capital campaign
in the near future. Buck Jardine has volunteered to be a point person for this but can expect help from the
vestry and various other parishioner volunteers when he needs help in this endeavor. Buck recapped what
capital improvements are needed in the near future to set a preliminary structure to this campaign. There is a
likelihood as the campaign develops to find ways to involve the greater community in this as we hope to continue to offer St. Saviour’s as a community asset.
Senior Warden:
Linda reported that the Covid Task Force recently met. They are advocating the use of Zoom meetings for all
committee meetings for at least the next two months during an apparent resurgence of the CoVid virus and to
prevent its spreading. Holly+ added that this Sunday’s planned joint service at St. Saviour’s will not take place
to further protect us from too much close contact at this time. Our service will be at 10AM as planned and will
still be a Eucharist. Holly+ is mindful that she was in close contact with a parishioner who tested positive for
CoVid and has planned for John Burton+ to preach with the possibility of filling in entirely if she should test
positive herself before Sunday.

Clergy Report:
Both Holly+ and Steve Muncie+ as our priests are in a particularly stressful year with the Covid crisis but are
prioritizing in-person contact to worship while limited other in-person contact to lessen the risk of transmission. They are brainstorming creative ways of staying safe and keeping the parishes they serve safe while still
striving to meet our pastoral needs.
There is discussion of pooling resources between the parishes for formation of an MDI Episcopal island-wide
fund to assist those needing heating assistance. This discussion has fueled the already-discussed possibility of
combining Outreach Ministry into a true three/four parish cooperative effort for most outreach projects.
Holly+ shared with us that she especially appreciates the way people are reaching out to meet any need she
might have at this time. She truly feels cared for.

St. Saviour’s January Vestry Meeting Minutes (continued...)
MDI Museum:
There has been sporadic discussion at each of the parishes’ various meetings of moving forward with this project and how each might contribute. One person tonight suggested that creating an actual budget line item
could help to give this project credence.
The meeting closed at 8:05PM with a bidding that we go forth to continue God’s work in the world.
Respectfully Submitted,
David Cuthbertson - Clerk

Notice—St. Saviour’s Vestry meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin
board at the back of the church.

March 19: Evening Music Concert at 4 pm
The Art of Fugue
Celebrating the birthday of Johann Sebastian
Bach (21 March 1685)
Dr. Daniel Pyle performs one of Bach’s last and most profound works, The
Art of Fugue. Bach apparently created the work as an exploration of all the
possibilities for fugal writing (music in several voices in which each voice
imitates musical gestures that appear in the others) inherent in a single
theme. The very first moments of the work present this one musical theme
entirely alone; the eighteen movements which follow are all derived from
this one musical idea. Although the surviving copies of the work do not
specify what instrument or instruments it should be played on, internal evidence strongly suggests that Bach had the harpsichord in mind, and Dr. Pyle
will be playing on his two-manual harpsichord.
The concert is free, but donations in support of The Friends of Music at St.
Saviour’s are requested. All members of the audience must be masked.
Further information is available by writing to St. Saviour’s at music@stsaviours.me, or at https://www.baroqueorchestraofmaine.org/

March Scripture Readings
Date

1st Reading

Psalm

2nd Reading

Gospel

March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18
Exodus 3:1-15
Joshua 5:9-12 2

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Psalm 27
Psalm 63:1-8
Psalm 32

Romans 10:8b-13
Philippians 3:17-4:1
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 4:1-13
Luke 13:31-35
Luke 13:1-9
Luke 15:1-3,
11b-32

Junior Warden’s Report
January 18, 2022
Willet Hauser put protective covering on center window in the N transept mid December.
Greg from Coastal Computer connected the wifi in 3 offices in the Rectory Common, Bishops Suite
and was looking putting at connections in the Rectory. He needs more cable put in the Nave before
he can finish that connection.
On Tuesday (Jan. 11) Holly+ discovered that there was no running water in the master bathroom in
the rectory; and the toilet flushed but did not refill. Jeremy, from North East Plumbing, tried to thaw
the pipes with a heat gun which was unsuccessful. He removed the panel covering the pipes under
the sink, shut off the water to that bathroom and left the fan in the garage on overnight. Pipes were
still frozen the next day. A portable heater was set up in the garage. By Thursday he had unblocked
the pipes & was optimistic that there were no broken pipes. He put antifreeze in the pipes affecting
the two upstairs bathrooms plus the washer & dryer.
Terri, the cleaner. found a broken hose on the handheld shower handle in the Master bathroom.
The handle was built into the tile on the tub surround with no access to the pipes. Jeremy thought
he might be able to get to the pipes through the ceiling in the downstairs powder. He also recommended that we put a thermostat in the garage. No more information about how to get to the pipes
by this evening.
The heat pump was installed in the master bedroom today.
At our request to AA for them to insure social distancing in their meetings, they came up with the
idea of removing the tables in the Parish Hall and using a circle of chairs instead. Choir members
facilitated this for them by taking down the tables in the Parish Hall. Linda, Ty & I rearranged the
closet & were able to fit all the tables in there.
With thanks,
Carolyn

March Birthday Greetings
March 7
March 14

Joshua Lively
Ty Proctor III
Karen Shields

March 24 Thomas W. Parham
March 30 Robert Cameron

In loving memory of Susan Seavey...

Setting up for the service on Christmas Eve. Thanks, Everyone!

Ways to Support Those Suffering from Violence in Ukraine
Continue to pray for Ukraine and those in danger. Collect for Peace from the
BCP:
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and
guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth,
that in tranquillity your dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
Members of the Partnership parishes gathered in the first week of the month to discuss Outreach
projects for the spring. There was a strong desire to focus our energies on promoting organizations
that are helping those living in the Ukraine. Two organizations that are being recommended are:
Episcopal Relief and Development is working closely with Anglican agencies and ecumenical partners to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of Ukrainian refugees in Europe. People quickly packed
up and fled Ukraine to safety and are now in need of basic supplies and will need long-term support.
Your contribution to the Episcopal Relief & Development International Disaster Response Fund will
help provide clothing, food, water and other items. For more information on this organization, including instructions on how to give, visit: www.episcopalrelief.org or call 1.855.312.4325
Save the Children: UKRAINE CRISIS RELIEF FUND Ukraine’s children are in grave danger of
physical harm, severe emotional distress and mass displacement. Save the Children is concerned
for children caught in the middle of armed conflict, forced from their homes in freezing temperatures,
and exposed to injury, hunger and cold. Your donation to Save the Children’s Ukraine Crisis Relief Fund can help provide children and families with immediate aid, such as food, water, hygiene
kits, psychosocial support and cash assistance. Together, we can protect children in crisis.
For more information on this organization, including instructions on how to give, visit: https://www.savethechildren.org

Important Archeological find in the Holy Land
Submitted by Lee Garrett

A recent article in The Jerusalem Post reports that Archeologists from the
University of Haifa have discovered as part of a highway project a second
first century synagogue in Migdal, in biblical times known as Magdala on
the Sea of Galilee. If the name sounds vaguely familiar to you that is because it was the home town of St. Mary Magdalene also known as Mary of
Magdala.
This is the first time that two synagogues have been found within the same settlement from the period
when the Second Temple was still functioning in Jerusalem, a discovery which Scholars feel changes our
understanding of Jewish religious life in the Holy Land at the time. It had been previously assumed that
as long as the temple was still standing there was not such a great need for synagogues and that synagogues were a largely a development after the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 A.D. Yet here are
two synagogues from the first half of the First Century 218 yards apart in an important Jewish center in
the Galilee.
More information can be found at the following URL: https://www.jpost.com/archaeology/2nd-templeperiod-synagogue-found-where-gospels-mary-magdalene-was-born-688519
The excavation was initiated as a salvage excavation prior to road construction project at a Migdal intersection. According to Israeli law, all such projects need to be accompanied by an excavation.

Invitation to a Holy, Prayerful Lent
Wednesdays: Stations of the Cross
following the 8 am worship service until noon
at Church of Our Father

Building off the strong tradition of praying with the Stations of the Cross at this parish, individuals are welcome to pray the Stations of the Cross in small groups or individually during this time. Prayer devotionals
will be provided.
People are gathering to pray the Stations of the Cross together at 4 pm on Thursdays at Church of Our Father, too.

Thursdays: Music and Meditation
During the season of Lent, St. Saviour’s will offer a weekly series of programs of Music & Meditation. They
will take place on the six Thursdays in Lent from 12 noon until 12:30, starting on March 3. Each service of
Music & Meditation will include a welcome and introduction by a member of the clergy, a period of music
(about 20 minutes) for reflection and restoration, and some closing prayers. The music will be offered by
the musicians of the MDI parishes, including Tony Sousa, Bill Merrill, Deborah Govenor, and the
Dr. Daniel Pyle.
March 17 Tony Sousa
March 24 Deborah Govenor
March 31 Bill Merrill
April 7 Dr. Daniel Pyle

Labyrinth Walking Meditation
Tuesday, March 29 4 pm and 7 pm
St. Andrew's (it will be heated)

The Rev. Madeline Murphy, deacon at Christ Church, Eastport, will provide an introduction to the practice
of walking a Labyrinth as a form of prayer. Flautist Catherine Bull will provide music as a part of
this experience. The labyrinth will be available for individual use starting Tuesday 3/29 through Holy Week
and Easter. If you would like to be a greeter / docent during these weeks for folks from the wider community who are likely to want to enjoy this resource while we have it in our community, please be in touch with
Mother Holly. (The snow date will be Wednesday, March 30, same times)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Shared Faith Café: Tuesdays on Zoom at 11:30 am – Noon,
through March
Connect with familiar faces, make new friends, and visit with people who are away from MDI for the winter
months! Join Mother Holly and others in your faith community on Zoom for a cup of tea or coffee you
brew in the comfort of your home. We will meet for 30 minutes once a week through the months of February and March. See the 3-parish email for the link.

Circles of Caring: Every other Wednesday (other than third Wednesday of the
month) at 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
As the pandemic continues, a number of us have been feeling a lack of connectedness. There's an opportunity for anyone in the Partnership to join a " Circle of Caring" where you can connect with others. Please
feel free to extend this invitation to anyone you think would be interested. The groups are fluid, no necessary commitment, just an opportunity to “see: friends, meet new ones, and reach out to others.” The next
meeting is March 9th. If you are interested in attending, even if you are unavailable for the meeting on the
9th, let Pat and Roger Samuel know. See the 3-parish email for the link.
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41 Mt. Desert Street
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
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The mission of St. Saviour’s Parish of Bar Harbor is to put Jesus Christ first in our lives, to spread the
Good News of salvation through worship, education and ministry, building on the gifts and heritage of
our congregation, and to provide a welcoming atmosphere of love and compassion.
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Dr. Daniel Pyle, Director of Music Music@stsaviours.me
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