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Dear People of Church of Our Father, St. Saviour’s, and St. Andrew’s and St. John’s,
Thanksgiving has always been my father’s favorite holiday. The time spent with family, all
the delicious food, and the opportunity to look back with gratitude over the past year make
this day a feast in many respects. This Thanksgiving I am filled with gratitude for God calling
me here to Mount Desert Island to minister beside all of you.

As we look to December, there are many wonderful events over the weeks that approach our
celebration of Christmas:
Of course, we will gather for worship and prayer over the four weeks of Advent. This season is one of preparation.
It is a time of personal reflection and hopeful anticipation of the Incarnation. Whether you created an Advent Calendar on Sunday, November 21 at St. Saviour’s or an Advent Wreath on November 28 at St. John’s, or took home
one of the “Slow down. Quiet. It’s Advent” calendars to color day-by-day, I hope you find a way to contemplate
the meaning of the season and fully enjoy the subtly and wonder of it.
There are several seasonal musical concerts planned in December. On Saturday, December 4 at 7 pm and Sunday,
December 5 at 3 pm, the Acadia Choral Society will perform at St. Saviour’s. Several parishioners sing in this choir
and St. Saviour’s Music Director, Dr. Daniel Pyle, is also their director. On Sunday, December 12, Bill Merrill
(who has been supporting worship at St. John’s on the first and third Sundays since the retirement of Stephen Byers
Sampson) will be offering a holiday concert at 2 pm with two vocalists. On Saturday, December 18, Bagaduce
Chorale will offer a concert at St. Saviour’s in the afternoon. It is my hope that these musical offerings will encourage you to take a moment to enjoy the beauty of this season as we await the joyous celebration of Christmas.
We will gather for worship for Christmas:
Christmas Eve, December 24
4 pm Holy Eucharist at Church of Our Father, prelude to begin at 3:30 pm
7 pm Holy Eucharist at St. Saviour’s, with full choir and harp
9:30 pm Holy Eucharist at St. John’s, with candlelight and harp
Christmas Day, December 25

10 am St. John’s Holy Eucharist, with music supported by Dr. Daniel Pyle
Sunday, December 26 will be our island-wide service of Holy Eucharist, which will be hosted by the parish of St.
Mary’s and St. Jude’s at 10 am. St. Mary and St. Jude’s Christmas Eve service is at 4 pm, and they will also have a
service of Holy Eucharist on Christmas Day at 10 am at St. Mary’s. All these services will be held in the larger
church of St. Mary’s.
I am delighted to share this season of hope and joy with you!

Mother Holly

Senior Warden’s Report
By the time you receive this message, Thanksgiving will be over and we are preparing for Christmas. But, it is
never the wrong time to give thanks for all we receive and for those who give so much of their time and talents.
At St. Saviour’s there are many who give in this way. Our annual pledge campaign is drawing to a close and
many have pledged to support our parish. Thank you.
I want to mention a few people for whom I am especially thankful:
Carolyn Reed, our Jr. Warden, who spends hours on the phone and at the church, speaking and meeting with
contractors who provide the repair and maintenance work needed to keep our buildings in good condition.
Sue Blaisdell, who single handedly oversees the memorial flowers on the altar each Sunday. Sue also coordinates the private prayer chain whenever parishioners need and request prayers for themselves or a loved one.

Wayne Parlee, who always responds to any request for maintenance or repairs needed, doing the work himself
or offering advice or guidance to others.
Rick and Gail Leiser who funded the repair and painting of all the cloister windows and the exterior of the rectory common.
To Lee Garrett who consistently oils the altar candles.
To Jim Vallette who is our one and only altar guild person and always is on site or finds a sub to set the altar
each Sunday.
To Debbie Kiley who launders the altar linens regularly.

To Jonathan, Mother Holly’s husband, who will replace the hardwood flooring in the master bedroom of the
rectory at a cost well below market price.
To Pat Samuel for her creative thinking and ideas, most recently preparing Advent Calendar kits.
It is always risky to mention specific people and then forget to mention others. I know there are so many more
to whom I am grateful but this aging brain can’t remember all of you! Our parish could not survive without the
work of so many volunteers. Ushers, greeters, choir members, bulletin folders, acolytes, readers, tour guides,
etc. There are also those who work behind the scenes, calling and checking in with those who are home bound,
providing meals when needed, providing rides to church….the list goes on. I am so comforted and grateful,
knowing that help is always just a phone call away.
We are a community of caring people. Thanks be to God for each and everyone of you.
One last item: We are again collecting money to give gift certificates to high school students who come from
families living in need. High schoolers often get forgotten during this season, for most places have toy drives
for younger children but not much for older children. This year, St. John’s/St. Andrew’s and Church of Our
Father are once again joining us in this outreach project. The recipients remain anonymous to us, but they
know it comes from the Episcopal partnership parishes. Each gift certificate is for $50 and are sent to the high
school guidance counselor for distribution. Any amount of money
Your gift toward this is important. Last year we got one thank you note that really touched my heart. It was
from a young man who spent his gift certificate to buy gifts for his mother and siblings and nothing for himself. He said he was so grateful to be able to get his mother and sisters gifts for once, because they do so much
for him. So send your donations to the church or place them in the offering plates on Sundays, with a note
specifying HS gift certificates. Thank you.

St Saviour’s Vestry Meeting - October 20, 2021
Meeting opened at 7 PM with prayer offered by Mother Holly.
Present:

Those present were Sue, Tyler, Linda, David, the Rev. Holly Hoffmann, Diane, Lee, Carolyn & Jim. Buck sent his regrets. Eliza joined us via Zoom tonight.

The minutes of the September 21st meeting were previously approved (w/ editing) online.
Treasurer’s Report: Jim presented his monthly report. Both the Finance and Investment Committees met
recently. Jim provided highlights of the outcomes of these meetings. The Finance committee along with
the person who recently completed our financial audit are reviewing the structure of each fund in our endowment, what it is intended for and what restrictions may have been placed on each.
Junior Warden: Coastal Computer and G & G Electr ic ar e in the pr ocess of updating the WIFi at
the church with a particular emphasis on providing better WiFi in the parish office and the sanctuary. The
aim is to provide sufficient download speed to make it easier to stream regular as well as special services
as the need arises. It was suggested to separate the service for the two locations to better keep track of
where the WiFi is best used (ie: streaming of weddings and funerals for those who cannot come to us in
person).
It was moved, seconded and passed with one opposing vote to accept the $5379 bid for upgrading of the
church wifi service and that these funds be borrowed from the General Unrestricted Fund.
Jonathan Hoffmann has submitted his bid and intention to secure the materials and do the work of replacing the flooring in the master suite in the rectory for $5164 (give or take 20% for incidental expenses).
This work will look nicer and be more on par with the work done previously on the rectory than the use of
composite materials (Family Flooring’s prior bid). In addition, this bid comes in substantially lower than
the one from Family Flooring. It was agreed by those present that the flooring of choice is Red Oak with
clear coat finish. It was agreed that the expense of this project be funded from the endowment with the
stipulation that it be treated as a zero interest loan to be paid back from the proceeds of the future rental
income from the rectory. This motion was moved, seconded and it passed unanimously.
Miscellaneous other jobs from the Junior Warden’s summer list (painting of the cloister and other outside
trim, replacement of the door from the rectory to the sundeck, some of the rotted boards on various walkways) have also been completed.
We will be inquiring with the Fire Protection officials in town about any regulations concerning which
doors from the rectory and the rectory common will need to be left usable if we rent the rectory as a private
residence.
Senior Warden’s Report:

It was agreed that the new service times for the three parishes are a positive
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move toward each parish receiving more quality time and increased offerings of Holy Eucharist from
Mother Holly. An article in the local newspapers about the time change and other proposed changes in
ministry at the three parishes is being considered.
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Daniel has reported that he is looking into getting a second opinion concerning the work needed on the bell
tower and carillon.
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The Stewardship Drive has begun with a letter having gone out from the senior warden about stewardship to be
followed shortly by a letter on the subject from Mother Holly herself. The Ingathering of pledges for all three
parishes is set for Christ the King Sunday (November 21st) . It was suggested that, as already done by other parishes, we might include written or video testimonials about what St. Saviour’s means to various pledgers.
Following discussion of the letter from Diane Zito and Sue Blaisdell about converting the rectory common dining room and foyer into a MDI Episcopal Churches Museum and a brief tour of the preliminary layout of the
space for this purpose, it was moved and seconded to go forward with the establishment of this space for that
reason. This passed unanimously. It is hoped that this exhibit will eventually have contributions and participation from all four episcopal parishes on MDI.
Priest-In-Charge Report:
Mother Holly touched on some ideas for establishing two new positions within
The three-parish partnership; one of a children’s ministry program coordinator and that of a 1/4 time lay Pastoral Associate to assist with pastoral visitations and care for parishioners taking some of this responsibility off
Holly+ . The pastoral associate position has the potential of growing to a ½ time position if St. Mary’s wishes to
be included.
A reminder that the Rev. Dr. Mark Jefferson is our guest preacher on October 24th and that he will be leading a
seminar on lay ministry following the service. Nearly a dozen participant plan to attend live and many more
have signed on to view this via Zoom.
Linda Foster closed the meeting with a bidding prayer she recently came across.
Respectfully Submitted,
David Cuthbertson - Clerk

Slow down. Quiet. It's
Advent. Coloring Calendars
Jay Sidebotham coloring calendars will be available at all
churches as of Advent 1. In
years past, people have found
coloring this creative calendar
a relaxing way to center themselves and slow down during
this season of preparation for
the birth of Jesus Christ.

Christmas Cookie Ministry
There are two opportunities to donate cookies to fill tins

for folks in our community who are homebound. We need
both bakers and helpers! Fully decorated cookies will be
brought in on December 12, the 3rd Sunday of Advent.
Contact Pat Samuel to volunteer to help bake or deliver (see the church directory). Please contact Pat, Gail Leland, or Mother Holly if you have someone you think
should receive a tin from any of the three parishes.

Junior Warden Report
Horch Roofing Company started work on the Rectory Common on November 2 and
finished work on November 6. The new roof looks terrific and all involved with the
project were pleased with the quality of the work.
Work on upgrading the WiFi in the church and the parish office is in progress. The aim
is to provide the ability to stream regular services and possibly special services such as
weddings or funerals for those who cannot attend in person.
The stove in the Rectory kitchen was reconnected. Jonathan Hoffmann is working on
installing new flooring in one of the main bedrooms in the Rectory. This is being done
in order to rent the Rectory.
Many, many thanks to Rick Leiser and his crew for not only repairing and painting
windows in the cloister, but for painting all the wooden trim on the sides and front of
the Rectory Common and the trim on the chapel and church along Mt. Desert Street
to the door facing the cemetery. It looks wonderful and will protect those areas.
Conney Brown has planted spring bulbs along the front of the church. We’ll have
that to look forward to—keep it in mind when you’re shoveling your driveway!
With thanks,
Carolyn Reed

Concerts! SAVE the DATES:
December 4 Acadia Choral Society, St. Saviour's 7 pm
December 5 Acadia Choral Society, St. Saviour's 3 pm
December 12 Harborside Trio, St. John's 2 pm
December 17 Bagaduce Chorale, St. Saviour's in the afternoon
December Scripture Readings
Date
Dec. 5
Dec. 12
Dec. 19
Dec. 26

1st Reading
Malachi 3:1-4
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Micah 5:2-5a
Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Psalm
Canticle 16
Canticle 9
Psalm 80:1-7
Psalm 147

2nd Reading
Gospel
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18

An excellent resource for pronunciation of biblical names and places is
https://thebibleworkshop.com/

Christmas Worship Schedule on MDI
Christmas Eve, December 24
4 pm Church of Our Father, The Rev. Holly Hoffmann
4 pm St. Mary's, The Rev. Stephen Muncie
7 pm St. Saviour's, The Rev. Holly Hoffmann
9:30 pm St. John's, The Rev. Holly Hoffmann

Christmas Day, December 25
10 am St. John's, The Rev. Holly Hoffmann
10 am St. Mary's, The Rev. Stephen Muncie
First Sunday after Christmas, December 26
10 am Island Wide Service at St. Mary’s Lessons and Carols
with Holy Communion

A Visual Overview of the New Worship Service Schedule

Board members of the Parish
House invited Mother Holly over
in September to welcome her to
MDI.

St. Saviour’s Parish Poinsettia Order Form
St. Saviour’s will be ordering poinsettias to decorate the
church for Christmas. The poinsettias will be available for the
greening of the church on Sunday, Dec. 19th. If you would like
to have a poinsettia placed in the church in memory or honor
of your loved ones, please complete the order form below.
ALL ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY Dec. 10, 2021. Make
your check payable to St. Saviour’s Parish (Christmas plant in
the memo line) and place them both in the collection plate, drop them off at the
office, or mail them to St. Saviour’s Parish, 41 Mt. Desert St, Bar Harbor, ME
04609.

Poinsettia Plant $18.00 each We reserve the color selection to create balance in the church
Qty:_____ poinsettia(s) at $18.00 each = (check is enclosed for a total of) $____________________
Given by: ________________________________________________________________________
In memory/honor for: (please specify ‘memory of’ or ‘honor of’)
________________________________________________________________________________

December Birthday Greetings
December 2
December 3
December 11
December 13
December 26
December 28
December 31

Isabel Bohrer
Jim Vallette
Catherine Walton
Donald Allen
Addison Lively
Paul Coston
Lindsey Leiser-Lively

Milestones we celebrate
at St. Saviour’s!
On behalf of all of us, Mother Holly delivered Altar
Flowers to the staffs of the Emergency Department
at MDI Hospital and to the Emergency Department
and ICU at Northern Lights Hospital in Ellsworth
with a note of thanks from all the Episcopal parishes on MDI.
The Covid Task Force of the four churches has
been thinking of how to express our gratitude during these trying times for our medical system and
came up with this idea.
We greatly appreciate their care!

Marriage Anniversaries
December 8 Dave and Pat Buccello
December 22 Pat and Roger Samuel
Ordination Anniversary
December 13 Mother Holly’s anniversary of her ordination to the priesthood .
(if applicable * denotes deceased, but still in our hearts. Please let us

St Saviour's Episcopal Parish
41 Mt. Desert Street
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
Telephone (207) 288-4215
email: info@stsaviours.me
web site: www.stsaviours.me

The mission of St. Saviour’s Parish of Bar Harbor is to put Jesus Christ first in our lives, to spread the
Good News of salvation through worship, education and ministry, building on the gifts and heritage of
our congregation, and to provide a welcoming atmosphere of love and compassion.
The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Thomas J. Brown, Bishop of the Diocese of Maine
The Reverend Holly Hoffmann, Priest-In-Charge
Dr. Daniel Pyle, Director of Music Music@stsaviours.me
Paul Dickson, Parish Administrator info@stsaviours.me
The Sanctuary and Parish Hall are accessible
Senior Warden: Linda Foster; Junior Warden: Carolyn Reed; Treasurer: Jim Vallette; Clerk: Dave Cuthbertson;
Vestry Members: Eliza Vallette, Sue Blaisdell, Diane Zito, Ty Proctor, Buck Jardine, Lee Garrett

