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Sr. Warden’s Message 
 
I want to bring you up to date on the happenings in our parish. 
 
The Rev. Holly Hoffmann and her husband Jonathan, will be arriving on MDI in mid-February and 
have chosen to live in Southwest Harbor at the Dolliver House on Seawall Road. (This is where 
Kathleen+ and John+ were living.) Our rectory will likely be the residence for an assistant who will 
be hired in the next few months. The members of the Partnership are working out the details of this 
arrangement. 
 
St. Saviour’s parish has been named in a lawsuit against the Condo Association of Cromwell Harbor 
where we own a unit willed to us by Lucinda Dudley.  Here’s the history:  The owners of one of the 
condominiums sued the management company of these condos, the court ruled in their favor and 
they were awarded a cash settlement. The management company filed bankruptcy so they were una-
ble to collect the money owed to them. They then decided to sue all of the members of the condo as-
sociation to obtain this money. Since we are a member of this association, we are part of this lawsuit. 
We have done nothing wrong but still could be liable. We have hired an attorney and our response 
has been filed. Now we wait for the next step. 
 
All of the Episcopal church buildings on the island remain closed for in-person worship due to the 
pandemic. I know this makes us all sad, frustrated and even angry but our vestries and priests are fol-
lowing guidelines from the CDC and our bishop to continue remote worship. Our health and safety 
are our primary concern. 
 
For Christmas, consecrated bread was distributed to all those requesting it. On Christmas Day, each 
congregation had parishioners in their respective parking lots distributing these wafers, carefully con-
tained in sealed plastic cups and placed in waxed paper bags.  Other volunteers took them to the 
homes of anyone desiring to receive them. Along with the consecrated wafer, was a printed form of 
worship and prayers that could be said before consuming the wafer. (See photo on next page.) 
 
We remain hopeful that vaccine distribution will proceed quickly and allow us to return to our be-
loved buildings, but until that happens, we will continue to seek ways to reach out and help meet the 
needs of our community. 
 
We now have 3 AA groups meeting weekly in our parish hall. Their numbers are small to allow for 
safe distancing and they wear masks. The need of some for face-to-face contact was great and so we 
agreed to offer our space to help them through these difficult times. 
 
We sadly said farewell to Muffet as she entered her well earned retirement and at the same time, wel-
comed Paul Dickson who is now our administrative assistant.  Paul plans on working from St. Sav-
iour’s office and will post his hours when he settles in. 
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(Sr. Warden, continued…) 
 
In the time of chaos and upheaval following 9/11, my former priest in Connecticut encouraged us to 
seek and find God in all of that. I am now following that advice in this time as well. I find when I do 
that, I can see God working amongst us, through the caring concern of so many, the beauty of this 
place that sustains us, the check-in calls received and the glimmers of hope that keep me from total 
despair. This focus on God works for me, so perhaps it might help you as well. 
 
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Linda Foster 

Here’s what Dolliver House looks like 

Photos by 

Katharine 

Thompson 
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 The West Gallery Music — Introduction 

Music, Architecture, and Ecclesiology coming together in practice 
 

The last installment of this history of our hymnody looked at the Shape-Note 

tradition, which is closely derived from the New England Singing-School tradition. 

This New England style was itself closely derived from music of English parish-

churches. The music in the parishes was very much different from what we now think 

of as Anglican church music, which is basically the style of the cathedrals and collegiate chapels. This paro-

chial music-making was not the polished style of the well-trained choirs like what we hear on the annual Les-

sons & Carols from King’s College. They were amateurs, members of the parish (laborers, shop-keepers, 

etc.). The music that they sang was mostly Psalms, accompanied by the same instruments that one heard at 

village dances, but certainly not an organ. And they did this from the back of the church — usually the west-

ern end of the building, as opposed to the altar at the eastern end. And hence the name, “West Gallery mu-

sic.” 

The evolution of the parish-style is largely a result of the evolution of the interior design of English 

churches, their configuration and their furnishing. In the late Middle Ages, before the Reformation, the place 

in the church which was the focus of the worship was the High Altar, at the east end of the room. The choir, 

if there was one, was seated on either side of the nave, just to the “west” of the altar (the quotation-marks 

around the direction indicate that it is only in reference to the placement of the altar, not to any direction that 

a compass might show). In a large church or cathedral with a cruciform floor-plan, the choir was located be-

tween the High Altar and the transept; and that portion of the room became known as “the choir.” Then there 

was a screen, a highly-ornamented (carved, or painted) partition of wood or stone which separated the choir 

(in both the literal and the architectural sense) from the lay people (who stood throughout the service).  

           (continued…) 

 

 

 

http://stsaviours.me/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Daniel.jpg
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(West Gallery Music, continued...) 

At this point in the history of worship, the laity were little more than (as we might say now in the televi-

sion-age) a “studio audience,” taking  very little part in the worship. All the singing was done by the priest, 

the deacons, and the choir — and the members of the choir were clergy, even only if in minor orders. Some-

times this was a source of conflict: when Palestrina became director of the choir of the Sistine Chapel, he al-

most was not allowed to take up the position because he was married. There remains even in the modern 

Church of England a vestige of this: in the collegiate and cathedrals choirs that are part of a choir-school, the 

men singing alto, tenor, and bass are still referred to as “(lay-) clerks.”  

Next month’s article will show the changes that took place in parish-church architecture in the aftermath 

of the Reformation, and how the West Gallery musical tradition grew out of it. 

 

©2021 Daniel S. Pyle 

Photos by Linda Foster 

Photos by Eliza Vallette 
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On December 31, 2020, Muffet’s last official day 
as St. Saviour’s Parish Administrator, (L to R) 
Linda Foster, Sr. Warden, Eliza Vallette, Gail 
Leiser, Jr. Warden, and Sue Blaisdell, surprised 
her with an informal farewell ceremony and gifts 
from the parish. 
 

Dearest Muffet, 
 

If all our prayers had been answered, we would be worshipping together and celebrating you 
with a grand reception, offering our praise and gratitude in person. 
 

We are sad to see you go and no longer hear your voice on the other end of the phone or see 
your smiling face as you graciously welcome us into the Parish Office. 
 

We are grateful for your 13 years as our dedicated Parish Administrator, and you have al-
ways gone above and beyond what is required of you to make St. Saviour’s a better place. 
 

We know you won’t be far and hope that you will worship with us as often as you can when 
we gather together once again. You’ll always be part of the St. Saviour’s family! 
 

As tokens of our appreciation, please accept this check to be spent on something special just 
for you, and a book containing a collection of well wishes and memories from all your 
friends and colleagues at St. Saviour’s. 
 

Happy Retirement! We will certainly miss you!!” 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed with donations to her retirement fund and with fond 
memories, well wishes and messages of gratitude. 

Photos by Glenn Tucker 
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 St Saviour’s Church Vestry Meeting - January 17, 2021 

 
Present: Patricia Samuel, Tammy Bloom, Sue Blaisdell, Linda Foster, Diane Zito, Carolyn Reed, 

Gail Leiser, David Cuthbertson & Eliza Vallette 
 

Linda opened with a simple prayer. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: There was a joint meeting of the MDI par ishes treasurers on January 14th.  
They discussed each parish’s share of the expenses for Holly+’s compensation.  It was decided that 
each partner church will maintain their own budget and contribute as needed to the cooperative fund-
ing of mutual ministries.  
 

St. Saviour’s is overdue for a full audit and this will be arranged soon.  We received a quote from a 
local accounting firm that is considered on the high side of a normal range.  Other quotes and re-
sources for this audit will be explored.   Our last audit dates back to before Muffet joined the parish.  
Concensus by those present today is that this ought to be done soon. These actions are moved second-
ed and they passed unanimously.   
 

We discussed possibly making more use of audio video equipment to record services and particularly 
for music and choir singing.  It was moved that we start working on virtual music with assistance 
from Holly+ when she is in place (she has mentioned her skills in this vein) and can work directly 
with Daniel on this. 
 

Letter of Agreement: The letter of agreement has been reviewed by Holly, the Bishop, Michael Am-
bler, the various vestries and will be signed by all by the end of next week.  Holly+ will sign next 
week when she comes for a visit and Bishop thereafter.  It was mentioned that the original document 
has been edited but for typos only.   
 

Holly+ and her husband will be here next week to work on the Dolliver House as their new residence 
to get it ready to be occupied.  She will also be arranging her office at St. Saviour’s.  Some furnish-
ings had been placed in the priest’s office and will be moved out to accommodate her arranging it her 
way.   
 

Most of our current supply clergy have stated that they are still available and are ready to assist where 
needed.  
 

Sprinkler System:  Gail repor ted on maintenance of this system.  Maine Fire Protection has 
evaluated the system and quoted roughly $3000 to update it and an additional $2000 to properly test 
it.  This is basically periodic maintenance and should be completed as soon as possible.  Moved that 
we approve this estimate and the work to be done.  Seconded and it passed unanimously.      
 

Paul has conferred with others who are better versed at computer maintenance and reports that the of-
fice computer needs to be updated at roughly a $200 expense.  There are also other electrical and WiFi 
updates that need to be addressed.  A worker/expert has evaluated these and will provide us with an 
accurate estimate.   
 

Easter and Lent Plans:  We are kicking around ideas but final plans will be ironed with Holly+ after 
she is in place.  Supply priests have voiced some ideas for lenten study and Easter celebration.   
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(Vestry cont’d from pg. 6) 
 

Meet the new Parish Administrator 
 
Muffet isn’t an easy act to follow!  This is my first thought as I begin work in the St. 
Saviour’s office.  She and I have been working together over the last month to try to 
make the transition to a new Parish Administrator here as seamless as possible.  To 
my relief, she’s told me how patient you all are, since no doubt there will be a few 
bumps along the way as I get accustomed to parish life here.  
 
I first came to MDI in 2002, and some of you may remember that I came to worship 
here and sang in the choir back in those days.  My wife, Mimi, and I live in West 
Tremont, on the quiet side of MDI.  Since 2006, I’ve been working in the office of 
the Congregational Church (the‘white church’) next door.  For the last two years, 
I’ve been the organist at St. Dunstan’s in Ellsworth, and before coming to Maine I played the organ for sev-
eral different Episcopal churches in Rhode Island.  So even though I’m not a ‘cradle Episcopalian’, I’m a 
little familiar with the way things are done. 
 
I plan to be in the office Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from noon to 4pm, and Tuesday from 9am to 
4pm.  These hours may change once Mother Holly gets here, so if you are stopping by the office, call ahead 
first to make sure someone is there.  I’ve already been made to feel very welcome, and I look forward to 
meeting more of you! 

  

Pat Samuel reflected on the problem of some folks not having internet access and thus needing paper commu-
nication to stay connected to parish life.  This also hampers their participation in activities such as a book 
study.  It was also reported that our recent parish needs survey had less than a 25% response rate.   
 

Other Parish Needs: One of the Circle of Fr iends zoom meetings is meeting regular ly and the other  
group is not doing as well with attendance.  Eliza commented that this is still a good venue to discuss and re-
late to affairs around us and in the world.  Others agreed and added their thoughts to our discussion.    
 

Gail will be ringing the bells at 5:30 PM on Jan 19th in recognition of Pandemic victims.   
 

Linda commented on the calling of persons in need in the congregation and asked if others were doing this.  
We were reminded that there is a list of persons who are in potential need and mentions which persons have 
agreed to be in contact with them.  This discussion led to mentioning by individuals of the status of some per-
sons in particular and how they are doing.   
 

Outreach: We discussed things we might do as outreach that are not necessar ily budget line items (ie: 
actions vs expenses). There was a suggestion that persons might consider use of any surplus funds privately 
(such as using one’s stimulus check if they don’t have a pressing personal need).  There is a $3000 line item 
for outreach in our 2021 budget.  It was suggested that we put something to this effect in Grace Notes and 
Voice about persons reaching out to community needs as they are so moved.   
 

There being no further business to come before the Vestry at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 
AM.  Diane offered her reflections on local and national needs at this time and this was accepted by all as a 
relevant and thoughtful closing prayer.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

David Cuthbertson; Clerk of the Vestry 
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The Legend of the Poinsettia 

 

The legend of the poinsettia comes from Mexico.  

A charming story is told of Pepita, a poor Mexican girl who had no gift to present the Christ Child at 
Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita walked slowly to the chapel with her cousin Pedro, her heart was 
filled with sadness rather than joy.  

"I am sure, Pepita, that even the most humble gift, if given in love, will be acceptable in His eyes," 
said Pedro consolingly.  

Not knowing what else to do, Pepita knelt by the roadside and gathered a handful of common 
weeds, fashioning them into a small bouquet. Looking at the scraggly bunch of weeds, she felt 
more saddened and embarrassed than ever by the humbleness of her offering. She fought back a 
tear as she entered the small village chapel.  

As she approached the altar, she remembered Pedro's kind words: "Even the most humble gift, if 
given in love, will be acceptable in His eyes." She felt her spirit lift as she knelt to lay the bouquet at 
the foot of the nativity scene. 

 Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into blooms of brilliant red, and all who saw them were cer-
tain that they had witnessed a Christmas miracle right before their eyes.  

From that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the Flores de Noche Buena, or Flowers of 
the Holy Night, for they bloomed each year during the Christmas season. Today, the common 
name for this plant is the poinsettia!  

The poinsettia was cultivated by the Aztecs of Mexico long before the introduction of Christianity to 
the Western Hemisphere. During the 17th century, Franciscan priests in Mexico began to use the 
flower in nativity processions because of its brilliant color and holiday bloom, A favorite flower in 
many countries with its beautiful red, star-shaped flower. It is called the "Flame Leaf" in Central 
America or "Flower of the Holy Night". Poinsettias were first introduced into the United States in 
1825 by Joel Robert Poinsett, the first U.S. ambassador to Mexico. Poinsett, a skilled botanist, had 
some plants sent to his home in Greenville, S.C. After establishing the plants in his own greenhouse, 
he began to send them to various botanical gardens and fellow horticulturists.  

They eventually reached Robert Buist, a nurseryman, who first sold the plant as Euphorbia poinset-
tia, although a German botanist had already given the plant the botanical name Euphorbia pul-
cherima. The poinsettia, however, remains the accepted name in English-speaking countries. Most 
of the poinsettias now come from California.  

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are sometimes thought as a symbol of the Star of 
Bethlehem, which led the Wise Men to Jesus. The red colored leaves symbolize the blood of Christ. 
The white leaves represent his purity.  



 

 

Scripture Readings    

Date Psalm  1st Reading    2nd Reading     Gospel   Celebrant/Preacher  
 

1/3 Psalm 84:1-8 Jeremiah 31:7-14 Ephesians 1:3-19a Matthew 2:13-23 Rev. John Burton 

1/10     Psalm 29 Genesis 1:1-5  Acts 19:1-7  Mark 1:4-11  Rev. Steve Muncie 

1/17 Psalm 139:1-17  1 Samuel 3:1-20 1 Corinth. 6:12-20 John 1:43-51  Diocese 
 
1/24 Psalm 62:6-14   Jonah 3:1-5,10 1 Corinth. 7:29-31 Mark 1:14-20  Scott Planting 
 
1/30 Psalm 111    Deut. 18:15-20 1 Corinth. 8:1-13 Mark 1:21-28  Jenny Reece 
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Gift Cards to Help MDI Students  
 

 Last year we started the Gift Card Project.  We collected donations and purchased gift cards 
that were then given to Mount Desert Island High School for distribution to identified students.  
Our goal last year was to purchase fifteen $50.00 gift cards, and we just made that goal.  This year, 
the funds collected totaled $1200.00!  In addition to purchasing the fifteen cards, we made a 
$200.00 donation to the Christmas project at Conners-Emerson School as well as to the Pemetic 
Elementary School.  We didn’t distribute all of the funds because some of it came in the week before 
Christmas when the elves were finishing up their projects at the schools.   

 We have received notes from students thanking us for our kindness and generosity.  The gift 
card made one student’s whole week because they were going to be able to buy a gift for someone 
else – the circle of giving!  We are planning to repeat this project next year and already have a head 
start.  Great thanks go to all the parishioners and friends of St. Saviour’s, Church of Our Father and 
St. Andrew & St. John! 

 

 Some Thank-you notes from MDI students… 
 

To whom it may concern, 

I am very gracious for this gift.  Thank-you so much. 

Happy Holidays!  K.C. (a 9th grader) 
 

Dear St. Saviour’s Church, 

I am both honored and grateful to be receiving a gift card.  Thank you so much and I hope every part 
of the Church community has a wonderful holiday season.—K.R. 
 

Thank you so much! Your kindness and generosity are greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, K.T. 
 

Hi, thank you so much for the gift card!  It was a great surprise and made my whole week.  Because of 
Covid I’m out of a job and couldn’t have afforded to get my friends a Christmas gift but now I can!  
Again, thank you for the card hand have a great Christmas! - MDI high senior 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#Nt1


 

 

The mission of St. Saviour’s Parish of Bar Harbor is to put Jesus Christ first in our  lives, to spread the 

Good News of salvation through worship, education and ministry, building on the gifts and heritage of 

our congregation, and to provide a  welcoming atmosphere of love and compassion. 

 

The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 

The Right Reverend Thomas J. Brown, Bishop of the Diocese of Maine 

The Reverend Holly Hoffmann, Priest-In-Charge, elect 

Dr. Daniel Pyle, Director of Music   Music@stsaviours.me 

Paul Dickson, Parish Administrator info@stsaviours.me 

During the Covid-19 Pandemic, the buildings are closed, but the Church is open!  

Join us on YouTube Sundays for worship and Wednesdays for Music and Chatter.  

Tuesday Bible Study is at 10:30 am weekly on Zoom.  

St. Saviour’s uses 100% gluten free bread and de-alcoholized wine. 

The Sanctuary and Parish Hall are  handicap accessible  

Senior Warden: Linda Foster;  Junior Warden: Gail Leiser;  Treasurer: Tammy Bloom; Clerk: Dave Cuthbertson;  Vestry 

Members: Eliza Vallette, Carolyn Reed, Debbie Parlee, Pat Samuel, Sue Blaisdell, Diane Zito 

St Saviour's Episcopal Parish  
41 Mt. Desert Street 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609  
Telephone (207) 288-4215 
email: info@stsaviours.me  
web site: www.stsaviours.me  

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Robert Frazier 

July 23, 1930—January 13 2020 


