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Endings and Beginnings
What we call the beginning is often the end
And to make an end is to make a beginning.
The end is where we start from.
T. S. Eliot, “Little Gidding,” from Four Quartets, 1942.
The season of Advent encompasses both beginnings and endings. As we begin
the cycle of the church year, we paradoxically look backward with anticipation,
reliving and retelling the prologue to Jesus’ earthly ministry, awaiting the
appearance of the babe in the manger that we know has already happened two
millennia ago. At the same time, we look forward to Jesus’ return and the establishment of God’s Kingdom on
earth, remembering how the Church has been looking forward to this consummation for the same two long
millennia.
The church year begins, at least in the northern hemisphere, as the natural world appears to be greying, ending,
dying. We trust that the cycle will return again, that fresh green life will return to the withered branches, as we
trust that we will be resurrected with Christ even as we die with him. In his end is our beginning.
At the same time, as Christians we recognize that time is not truly cyclical: that this world has a beginning and
an end, and that every day we move closer to the day when God will set all things right. While God is outside
time and space, God chose to participate in history: to be born into flesh, and thus to be born into time. Christ
has hallowed both time and history.
So it is not surprising that, as Christ’s body in the world, the Church commemorates the cycles and recurrences
of the calendar, and that we also mark the watershed events of our lives: birth, maturity, marriage and death.
Beats in larger rhythms that function as historic passages in our own lives.
In the life of our church community, people come and go, ministries begin and end. Any of us who have been
part of a parish for any length of time have seen pastors enter and exit the stage (for better and for worse), but
the life of the Body continues in its seemingly-endless cycles and its inexorable progression toward the Kingdom.
Over the last nearly eight years, we have lived together through good times and bad, through the cycles and the
turning points. Now we are approaching a new milestone, when I will leave and you will stay. You will learn
to love a new pastor, and I will learn to love a new community. We will grieve the parting and rejoice in new
relationships. Things will not be quite the same afterwards, and the life of the church will continue, in cycle and
in change.
We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
Ibid.
Feedback? I hope you will call or e-mail me to continue the conversation.
Yours in Christ’s Peace, Tim
Fr. Tim’s last Sunday with us will be January 5th. Do join us for a bittersweet reception following the 10
am service as we bid Fr. Tim and Bob a sad but fond farewell and all the best in Florida!

Page 2

St Saviour’s Voice - Issue 217, Christmas Season, 2019

A Letter from Linda and Jim
Dear fellow Parishioners,
As you will have read in Father Tim’s message, we are now in the period of change that we have long
expected. We will miss Tim+ and Bob, and we are happy for them as they head towards the warm sunshine!
We will carry forward Father Tim’s spirit of building a community of service and with thanks for his preparing the way, we are well positioned for the work ahead.
As you likely know, our island Parishes, all four of them, have grown closer over the last decade, to the point
where we are holding joint services every month (except Summer). And now, the three official Partnership
parishes are working together to ensure that our short-term and long-term pastoral care and priestly leadership
are secured.
Bishop Brown and Canon Ambler are ready to help our island parishes in any way that they can, and they
have been great supporters of our growing island partnership.
The three partner parishes - St. Saviour’s, St. John’s and St. Andrew’s, and Church of Our Father - are
working together to fill two positions. With the help of the Diocese, both processes are underway.
The first position is for a Priest-in-Charge who will serve the three Parishes for at least one year with the
opportunity for extension or application for the second position, which is for the long-term lead Rector of the
MDI partnership, a position that Father Tim+ likens to be being a Dean of the Island.

The three sets of senior and junior wardens, as charged by our Vestries at a meeting in August, are leading the
search for the Priest-in-Charge and interviews are scheduled.
The second position is following a more traditional process. The partner parishes formed a Profile Committee
which is pulling together profiles of the three parishes. St. Saviour’s Profile Committee members include
Linda Foster (Junior Warden), Pat Samuel, Carolyn Reed, Lee Garrett, and Geoff Schuller.
When that work is done, our parishes will form a search committee to continue the process of calling a
“Dean” (actual name to be determined). We already have a jump start on that: at our joint service at St.
Mary’s, Canon Ambler led us on a question and answer exercise that is required for all such.
In the meantime, the Vestry will ensure that our communities’ needs are met and everything runs smoothly.
We are blessed with many clergy on and near the island, ready to supply and provide Pastoral care. We will
be establishing office hours for the time between Tim+’s departure and the arrival of the Priest-in-Charge.
And, we have a great network of parishioners who look out for each other.
At any time, please contact us with any concerns, questions or ideas. We will be praying for our parish and
wider community as we step into the exciting unknown.
With thanks,
Linda Foster, Junior Warden
207-412-3015

Jim Vallette, Senior Warden
jimvallette@materialresearch.net
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Prayer for Transition
O God, in this interim time we pray for our parish family,
that we may be genuine in our self-reflection, tireless in our
commitment, patient in our discernment, loving in our
communion, open in our search, and daring in our faith.
We thank you for the gifts, talents and skills with which you
have blessed us. We thank you for the experiences that have
brought us to this moment. Help us accept change as a gift of
your direction for our journey in this transition.
Instill in us a vision of the church’s family; that, guided by
your Holy Spirit, we will be united in love and joyfully
accomplish this mission, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Partnership Update
Our island-wide community of faith continues to build in many ways.
The leadership of the four Episcopal Parishes of Mount Desert Island is continuing to meet informally every
month. These meetings include all clergy: currently Rev. Tim Fleck, for the 3 official parishes of Saint Saviour’s,
Church of Our Father, and Saint John and Saint Andrew) and the Rev. Stephen Muncie of the parish of Saint Mary
and Saint Jude. The wardens, including clerks and treasurers, also attend these meetings, which do not have any
official role but keep drawing us together.
We also have an “ad hoc” committee of the island partner churches to deal with our short-term clergy needs. This
committee includes the senior and junior wardens of the 3 official partner churches. We are in the process of
interviews for a short-term priest-in-charge, in coordination with the Diocese of Maine. We also are working
together to schedule supply clergy and ensure that the island’s pastoral needs are met.
The partnership is playing out in other ways. Our monthly joint services continue to be a source of joy. The
treasurers are working regularly and are developing a common format for each parishes’ finances. We will keep
trying to bring our outreach efforts closer together and will figure out a way to make the time and place work for
people interested in joining. We are also looking forward to the resumption of the Home for Supper series over
the winter.
The next joint service of the four Episcopal parishes of Mount Desert Island will be held on December 29 at St.
John’s church in Southwest Harbor. See you there!
Ingathering Sunday – was December 15 and we will keep you posted as pledges come in over the next weeks.
Hopefully you have received a letter in the mail from Linda and Jim inviting your pledges for 2020. This letter
includes a form for the financial pledge, but also lists a number of opportunities for volunteer assistance for you to
consider. This information is vital for our 2020 planning including the size and types of programs we can have. If
you did not receive a pledge and ministry form, contact Muffet and one will be sent to you.
The Parish works in many ways in service to our community and God. Thank you for your gifts and for being part
of this community.

St Saviour’s Voice - Issue 217, Christmas Season, 2019

Page 4

January 2020 Sunday Services
Jan. 5 – Father Tim’s Farewell Service. Please come one and all and stay for Coffee Hour as we give thanks to
Tim+ and Bob for their time with us.
Jan. 12 – Lay-led morning prayer service.
Jan. 19 – Supply clergy-led Service.
Jan. 26 – All-MDI Joint Service (here at St. Saviour’s).
All services will be at 10 a.m. The 7:30 a.m. services will resume on April 19.
****************************************
October / November 2019 Vestry Discussions
Stained glass windows restoration project / sanctuary use
The stained glass window work has been contracted and a deposit given to the contractor.
Diane Zito has been reaching out to families connected with stained glass windows in need of repair. We have
gratefully received gifts from two families, and remain hopeful of receiving more donations for other windows
from families of the original donor.

These donations, combined with income from the use of our sanctuary and parish hall space by tour groups,
made it possible for use to proceed with the contract. We recognize that the use of the sanctuary by these tours
has been quite heavy and a distraction to people who are not in the tours. At our October meeting, we decided to
see how the 2020 season goes and determine whether we should modify our policies concerning use of the
space(s) again next Fall.
Condominium
Our departed sister Lucinda Dudley gave the Parish her condominium on Schooner Head Road. Beginning in
2020 there will be costs associated with this: insurance, monthly fees, utilities, taxes. At our October meeting, we
decided to sell the 5 Compass Lane property and that Tim+ begin the process of sale with the diocese. A realtor
has been engaged, an appraisal done and the condo listed for sale.
Morning Prayer Services
We discussed impressions of our recent Sunday morning prayer service. While well received, some people had
difficulty hearing. The microphones will be checked for tuning to be more audible and useful. It was suggested
that people would feel more included if the chanting used was more familiar (someone suggested “like the usual
stuff we sung way back when morning prayer was more frequently used”).
We will continue to hold morning prayer services every second Sunday of the month.
(cont’d on pg. 5)
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(cont’d from pg. 4)

Other business
In October, Tammy Bloom accepted an appointment as the current parish treasurer, as affirmed by
unanimous vote.
As noted in other articles in the Voice, we have formed a Parish profile committee as the start of the process
to find a “Dean” of the MDI partner churches. When this committee is finished, a search committee will be
formed.
The Cloister windows are taking a beating and many frames are beginning to rot. We are grateful to the
Leisers for being our Cloister window angels, continually fixing them and putting them in and out at the
changes of seasons.
The roof is in need of attention and much of the needed work should be considered as ‘under warranty.’ The
rugs are in need of cleaning but this will be deferred until after the winter season.
The new pew cushions are quite nice but need to be re-sized to better fit our pews. In October, we authorized
a $500 donation to the Southwest Harbor in appreciation for giving us the pew cushions.
The next meeting of the Vestry will take place on Wednesday, December 18.

SUGGESTION BOX IS OPEN
Have something on your mind? The
Vestry would love to hear it. If you
prefer, please drop a note in our
Comments Box in the Parish Hall.

Thanks!

From Carmen’s Chortle Corner!
Two unicorns are sitting up in bed with Mr Unicorn
reading the newspaper. "Looks like a huge storm is
coming in tomorrow." says the wide-eyed Mr. Unicorn. Nodding, Mrs. Unicorn says "I guess we'll
not be going on the cruise Noah had planned."

Thank you to Linda Foster, Peter
Flynn and Lee Garrett for providing
Cider and Donuts for the area Trick
or Treaters on Halloween. Sadly, the
weather did not cooperate at all so we
don’t have photos, but hopes are high
for next year!
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MDI EPISCOPAL PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

Service and meeting at St.
Mary’s, led by Canon Michael
Ambler, the Diocese Canon for
Transition and Ministry.

Right: Kevin Birch on the
Clavichord at a wonderful concert
at
St. Saviour’s! Our Music
Director, Daniel Pyle brings the
most interesting concerts to our
shores. Don’t miss the next one!
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The Translators (part 2)

Beginning in the 1830’s, the Church of England gave official approval to the
use of hymns in its liturgies (Holy Communion, Morning and Evening Prayer).
Nevertheless, it would be several years before writers with the Anglican church
began producing a body of literature that could be sung by congregations. In the
meantime, several authors were reaching outside of the Anglican tradition, both
historically and geographically, for texts to be sung. The two foremost of these were John Mason Neale and
Catherine Winkworth.
Catherine Winkworth, like John Mason Neale, grew up in the family of an Evangelical priest — her
grandfather William Winkworth. And she showed some of the same Romantic inclinations (fascination with
distant times and far-off places). Unlike Neale, however, she did not fall under the influence of the Oxford
Movement. Instead, she spent the final years of her education living with an aunt in Dresden (her father having
married again after her mother’s death). There she was exposed to German language and literature, and especially
to the great tradition of the Lutheran chorales of the 16th and 17th centuries. She was also a tireless advocate of
higher education for women, and it was while working on educational matters in Geneva that she suffered a fatal
heart-attack in 1878.
Her first volume of translations into English of the Lutheran hymns was the Lyra Germanica of 1853.
Within five years it has sold out five editions. A second volume was published in 1858; all told, Winkworth
published translations of over 120 Lutheran chorales. Observing that her translated songs were being sung to
unsuitable English melodies, she collaborated with the foremost English composer of her time, William Sterndale
Bennett (himself a close friend of Mendelssohn) in publishing a selection of the Lutheran chorale-tunes to which
the hymns could and should be sung.
Winkworth’s translations are remarkable not only for their literary quality but also the degree to which she
was able to set highly accurate translations in the poetic structure of the originals — translation of poetry is a
tricky business at best, and Winkworth excelled in it. It is almost exclusively through her translations that such

songs as “A mighty fortress,” “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” “Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness,” “Out of
the depths I cry to Thee,” and “If thou but suffer God to guide thee,” and many others, have passed into common
use in English-speaking countries. In our Hymnal some of these have been replaced by other translations, but her
work has enriched our congregational song immeasurably.

©2019 Daniel S. Pyle
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Top left: Carolyn Reed painting
the woodwork with Linda Foster
and Lee Garrett behind the new
handicap ramp!
Top right: beautiful reflection from
the sun through the stained glass
window on the organ.
Left: The Christmas Cookie Tins
are back! Sue Blaisdell, Pat Samuel
and Eliza Vallette putting final
touches on them before they get
delivered to our homebound
parishioners.

Bottom left: Some of the all island
parish administrators group
meeting. Administrators from all
churches are welcome to attend, get
support and share information!
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Stewardship for 2020
So far, our pledges total $12,576 and we give thanks to:
Don Allen
Eleanor Batchelder
Susan Blaisdell
Tammy Bloom
Jack & Betsy Drake
Linda Foster
Gordon Graham
Carmen Greene
James Harris, DDS
Clyde (Buck) Jardine, Jr.
Richard & Gail Leiser
Marsha & Charlie Lyons
John & Lucinda McPhee
Patricia Nolan

Allan Pappas
Eleanor Raynes
Roger & Patricia Samuel
Bill & Janet Scott/
John Stewart
Lucy Triplett
Jim & Eliza Vallette
Ruth Westphal
Susanne Wheat
Diane & Frank Zito

Thank you for your responses on volunteer ministries as well. We will be in touch!

Financial Commitment
for the Ministry of St. Saviour’s in 2020
It is now time to make our response as faithful Christian stewards, giving back to God from the bounty
we have been given, pledging our financial support for the mission of the Church in the coming year. Our gifts
will provide for outreach and mission ministries in our community and the wider world, vital programs of worship, music, education, pastoral care, and other ministries, as well as the maintenance and development of our
building and grounds.
You will receive quarterly statements for tax purposes and to help you track and faithfully maintain your
pledge. Occasionally, an individual or family may wish to increase or reduce the amount of a pledge in response
to unexpected changes in financial circumstances. If so, you are asked to simply inform the Treasurer so that
budget projections can be adjusted. The reasons for any such change need not be disclosed.
Remember, you don’t have to be a year around parishioner or friend to pledge and every pledge helps!
In grateful response to God's many gifts,
I/we pledge the following amount for the work of the Gospel at St. Saviour’s:
$______________ for the year 2020

Name(s)_________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Phone #_____________________ Email: ____________________________________________
Would you like pledge envelopes? Yes_______ No ________
St. Saviour’s is in my estate plans ________ Please contact me _________
Signed ________________________________

Date _______________

Please print, fill out and bring to church or mail to St. Saviour’s Parish
41 Mt. Desert St., Bar Harbor, ME 04609
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Scripture Readings
Scripture

12/22

12/24 10 pm

12/24 4 pm

1st Reading

Isaiah 7:10-16

Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm

Psalm 80:1-7, 16- Psalm 96
18

Psalm 97

2nd Reading

Romans 1:1-7

Titus 3:4-7

Gospel

Matthew 1:18-25 Luke 2:1-14(15-20)

Luke 2:(1-7)8-20

Celebrant and

Rev. Tim Fleck

Isaiah 62:6-12

Rev. Tim Fleck

Titus 2:11-14

Rev. Tim Fleck

1/5/20 10 am

Preacher

Birthday Greetings!
December
2
Isabel Bohrer
3
Jim Vallette
11
Catherine Walton
13
Don Allen
17
Robert Phipps
26
Addison Lively
28
Paul Coston
31
Lindsey Leiser-Lively
Anniversaries we celebrate!
December
8
Dave & Pat Buccello
21
Diane & Robert Phipps
22
Pat & Roger Samuel
Please let the office know if we are missing a milestone
for you—we love to celebrate them with you each month!

If you enjoy the fellowship of
coffee hour on Sundays,
remember to sign up with a
friend. It does not have to be
fancy, just fun!

Prayer List
We pray for Linda Carman, Ellie Batchelder, The
Rev. Ted Kanellakis, Mary Smith, John Fibiger,
Ray McDonald, Emily O’Connor, Nancy (Place)
Camerario, Sarah Cleaves, Barbara Dube,
Nicholas, Ted Tibbetts, Bradley Seavey, Janet
Flood, Rachel, Kendra Riley, Bob Frazier,
Gretchen Lane, Mimi, Charlie, Sarah B., Dickie,
Alex, Tristram Colket, Penny Ayer, Arletta
Sullivan, Anne Cleaves and Pauline Hartin.
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St. Saviour’s Parish

Christmas Memorial Order Form due by Thursday, Dec. 19

If you would like to have a poinsettia or a wreath or both placed in the church in memory of or in thanksgiving for your loved ones, please fill out this form and mail with your check to 41 Mt. Desert St., Bar
Harbor, ME 04609. then come help green the church following the 10 am Eucharist service on Sunday, December 22.
Qty.

Item

_____ Poinsettia(s)$20.00 each
Wreath (s) $20.00 each

=

_________________
=

________________

My check is enclosed for a total of $_________________
Given by: __________________________________________________________
In memory of_______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Opening and closing the church for summer visitors!
Our mostly unseen and unsung heroes and heroines that open and close the church daily during the summer
and fall provide a most welcoming presence for St. Saviour’s in Bar Harbor! Thank you Don Allen, Tim
Fleck, Wayne and Debbie Parlee, Roger Samuel, Daniel Pyle, Lee Garrett and Carolyn Reed!

Free Meals in our community. Enjoy the great food, fellowship and warm hospitality!
 Second and Fourth Sundays—4:30 at Bar Harbor Baptist Church. 46 Ledgelawn St. Bar Harbor.
Childcare provided.
 First Sunday each month 11:30-12:30 Seaside UCC, 8 Main St., Seal Harbor (Jan - June) July - Dec
21 Summit Rd, Northeast Harbor.
 Mondays from 3-6 pm Everybody Eats Free Community Meal— in the Parish Hall of St. Dunstan’s
Church, 134 State Street , Ellsworth.
 Tuesdays from 4-8 pm. Open Table MDI providing free community meals on MDI. Bar Harbor
Congregational Church, 29 Mt. Desert Street.
 Wednesdays from 3-6 pm – Welcome Table - First Congregational Church - 2 Church St., Ellsworth

St Saviour's Episcopal Parish
41 Mt. Desert Street
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
Telephone (207) 288-4215
email: info@StSaviours.me
web site: www.StSaviours.me
Like us on Facebook!

In Memory Of
George Swanson

Weekly Services 
Holy Eucharist
Sundays at 7:30 (Easter to Christmas)
and 10:00 am
Tuesdays at Noon in the Chapel
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Contemplative Prayer
Fridays at 11:30 am is on hiatus for the winter

The mission of St. Saviour’s Parish of Bar Harbor is to put Jesus Christ first in our lives, to spread
the Good News of salvation through worship, education and ministry, building on the gifts and
heritage of our congregation, and to provide a welcoming atmosphere of love and compassion.

The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Thomas Brown, Bishop of the Diocese of Maine
The Rev. Timothy Fleck, Rector Tim@mdi-episcopal.org
Daniel S. Pyle, D.M.A., Music Director
Margaret Stewart, Parish Administrator
St. Saviour’s uses 100% gluten free bread and de-alcoholized wine.
The Sanctuary and Parish Hall are handicap accessible
Senior Warden: James Vallette; Junior Warden: Linda Foster: Treasurer: Tammy
Boom; Clerk: Linda Foster; Vestry Members: Lee Garrett, Dan Gatti, Tammy Bloom, , Sarah Flood,
SueAnn Sargent, Pat Samuel, Diane Zito.

