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Why Do We Give?
Generosity is a discipline that is of interest to Christians, not just because the church
relies chiefly on the generosity of members for its financial resources, but because
wealth and the ways we relate to it are such a central part of the Gospel. Jesus talks
more about money than he does about any other human institution, so there must be
something there that he wants us to hear and understand.
Our spiritual relationship with money and giving is complex, and includes challenging
ideas about philanthropy, charity, security, poverty, pride and greed. Today, though,
I’d like to address the narrower question of whether and how we give money to the
church – a question that is freighted with all sorts of history and assumptions which
can make it hard to talk about.
Before going any further, I should give credit to my friend The Rev. Timothy Dombek, Canon for Stewardship
and Planned Giving in the Diocese of Arizona (and fellow Hoosier). He teaches a two-day seminar called
“Stewardship University” that changed the way I think about stewardship, and this article relies a great deal on
his teaching.
Some of us may give to the church out of sense of duty or guilt. We may have the subconscious fear that we are
loved in proportion to the size of the gifts we give, or that we can somehow make expiation for our sins by giving to the church. We may know intellectually that God’s grace is unconditional and irresistible, but our insecurities doubt that this can be so.
Some of us may have internalized the world’s model of payment for services rendered, and may give because of
the good things we get from the church. We love the music, we appreciate the preaching, we enjoy the fellowship of our friends, and we are willing to pay something for that. If we find ourselves asking questions like “how
much is the church worth to me?” or talking about our gifts to the church as dues or taxes, we may be giving
from this model.
A much subtler version of this kind of giving is when we give philanthropically because we want to support particular activities of the church in the world. If we give to the church because the church does things we like,
then we are really just giving money to advance our own will and our own interests, even if those things we like
are good in themselves. This sort of philanthropy is a wonderful thing and has supported extremely worthwhile
charities and arts organizations. There is an important distinction, though, between a charity and the church, between philanthropy and tithing.
Tithing – the practice of setting aside a percentage of one’s income for the church – is at its best a spiritual practice for the giver rather than a fundraising technique for the church. Tithing is an exercise in trusting God rather
than ourselves. Tithing is not about the church’s need for money, but a challenge for us to let go of part of the
treasure that the world tells us so urgently that we need to protect and to hoard. Tithing is not the way we fund
ministry; tithing is ministry. Tithing flips our assumptions about who is offering a gift to whom.
Tithing is a sort of Sabbath for our money: a recognition that all of our time and all of our gifts belong to God,
and that we don’t need to squeeze more work out of every minute and more stuff out of every dollar. As Sabbath makes the whole week holy, tithing a percentage of our income hallows all of it.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Jesus knows
human nature well enough to understand that our money is a proxy for our energy and our commitment and
what we actually value. What we do with our money says more about the state of our heart than the words that
we speak.
Feedback? I hope you will call or e-mail me to continue the conversation.
Yours in Christ’s Peace, Tim+
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Photos from some of our musical summer fun!
Top: Elena Krainova, Daniel Pyle and Catherine Bull in a fabulous concert and (left) Julia
Morris-Myers was back again for the Summer
Organ Series!

Kevin Birch will perform a concert of 17th and 18th century music for keyboard, on
Friday 18 October at 5:30 pm here at St. Saviour 's. Kevin, who is the music-director
and organist at St. John’s RC in Bangor, and a well-known to us from our August Organ
Recital Series, will be playing this concert on a clavichord. Please make a point to enjoy
this rare musical opportunity.
PLUS watch for a Choral Evensong on Friday, November 1 at 5:30 pm!
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From the Organ Bench

The Translators (part 1)

Beginning in the 1830’s, the Church of England gave official approval to the use of hymns in its liturgies. Nevertheless, it would be several
years before writers with the Anglican church began producing a body of
literature that could be sung by congregations. In the meantime, several
authors were reaching outside of the Anglican tradition, both historically
and geographically, for texts to be sung. The two foremost of these were John Mason Neale and Catherine
Winkworth, one High Church and the other Evangelical; we consider the first of these in this article.

Neale was born in 1818, the son of an Evangelical clergyman, and like his father studied at Cambridge.
While up at the university, he came under the influence of the Oxford Movement, and was one of the founders of the Cambridge Camden Society. This society had as its goal the reform of the church in England both
through a revival in its worship (the influence of the Oxford Movement) and through the return to Medieval
design in its worship-spaces — i.e., the advocacy of neo-Gothic church architecture, or, in the Society’s own
words, “We know that [medieval] Catholick ethics gave rise to Catholick architecture; may we not hope that,
by a kind of reversed process, association with Catholick architecture will give rise to Catholick ethics?” Its
activities led to architectural practices which we now take for granted: the elimination of rent for pews, and
the (re)-introduction into Anglican and other Protestant church-buildings the chancel, the part of the room reserved for clergy and choir. Consistent with this revival of Medieval practice and architecture, Neale founded
one of the first two religious orders in the English church since Henry VIII’s dissolved the monasteries: the
Sisters of Saint Margaret.

Also consistent with Neale’s beliefs about liturgy and architecture, he sought to revive Anglican congregational singing by providing translations into modern English of the great song-texts of the Patristic and Medieval periods. Among the authors whose texts he translated are Ambrose of Milan, Venantius Honorius Fortunatus (no. 175 “Hail thee, festival day” and no. 1 79 “Welcome, happy morning”), John of Damascus (no.
199 “Come ye faithful, raise the strain,” no. 210 “The day of resurrection”), and Peter Abelard (no. 622 “O
what their joy and their glory must be”). There are many others from anonymous texts or lesser-known authors: “All glory, laud, and honor,” “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” “Draw nigh and take,” “ The Lamb’s high
banquet called to share,” and “Christ is made the sure foundation,” “Of the Father’s love begotten,” to name
but a few found in our hymnal alone. Altogether he published some 120 hymn-texts translated from ancient
Latin and Greek.
(cont’d. on pg. 4)
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From the Organ Bench (cont’d. from pg. 3)
So skilled was Neale in the ancient tongues that he could pull this very academic prank on his friend
John Keble and the Bishop of Salisbury:
[Neale] was invited by Mr. Keble and the Bishop of Salisbury to assist them with their new Hymnal,
and for this reason he paid a visit to Hursley Parsonage [Keble’s residence]…[Keble] related that having to go to another room to find some papers he was detained a short time. On his return, Dr. Neale
said, “Why Keble! I thought you told me that the Christian Y ear was entirely original!” “Yes,” he answered, “it certainly is.” “Then how comes this?” And Dr. Neale placed before him the Latin of one
of Keble’s hymns for a Saint’s day—I think it was for St. Luke’s. Keble professed himself utterly
confounded. There was the English, which he knew that he had made, and there too no less certainly
was the Latin, with far too unpleasant a resemblance to his own to be fortuitous. He protested that he
had never seen this “original,” no, not in all his life! etc. etc. After a few minutes, Neale relieved him
by owning that he had just turned it into Latin in his absence. (from A. G. Lough, The Influence of
John Mason Neale, London: SPCK, 1965)

Aside from the many translations in the Hymnal 1982 by Neale (about 28), there are also two texts
which he wrote himself: “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” (no. 107) and “O very God of very God” (no. 672).

These alone would assure him a place in the history of English hymnody — but the translations from Latin
and Greek overshadow even them.
It is interesting to consider Neale’s work within the larger context of his time. He grew up and worked
within the Romantic period, a time when the creative artists of the time (writers, painters, musicians, architects) were fascinated (as we learned in High School literature class) with far-away places and distant times.
Without taking anything away from Neale’s incontrovertible accomplishments as a pastor, writer, and Christian thinker, one can nevertheless see that his work is consistent in this
respect with the time in which he lived.
©2019 Daniel S. Pyle

Right: Take a look at our beautiful new (to us) pew
cushions recently purchased from a church which has
been bought by an historical society. Thank you to a
generous donor who has made this possible for everyone’s comfort! Now we need someone who knows how
to shorten a few of the cushions for us!
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Bar Harbor Food Pantry!

Check online at
www.barharborfoodpan
try.org/filler-upchallenge/ for the food
items of the month they
need. Your donations
may be put in the box at
the back of the Sanctuary or taken there whenever they are open!
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Vestry Update
It has been a busy summer, from the deepening of our island partnership and to
improving our campus appearance, accessibility and comfort, and reaching out
to parishioners whom we have missed.
The new furnace in the Church is almost ready to run, our Junior Warden and
team have been scraping away and repainting the front of the church, the new
handicap ramp is open, and we have 40 new pew cushions (!!!) for our sanctuary, thanks to an anonymous donor, and some timely conversations with the
Southwest Historical Society.
On the partnership: we had an island-wide four-vestry “Mashup” in August with Canon Ambler of the
Diocese of Maine to consider our options in the wake of losing two priests due to family circumstances.
We have established an “ad hoc” committee of wardens to deal with the short-term pastoral needs and hiring another full-time priest to be shared between the three official partner parishes.
The ad hoc committee agreed on an easy-to-remember schedule for shared worship. From September to
May, we will be having joint worship at rotating locations on the last Sunday of each month. We kicked
off the 2019-2020 season with a raucous service at St. Saviour's, with over 130 people in attendance from
all four parishes. I expect another glorious event at Church of Our Father on October 27.
The partners are also establishing a new committee to develop an islandwide profile for a long-term fulltime priest to work alongside Tim+ and serve the three official partner parishes. Each church will have
five members on this committee. After this committee develops the profile, there will be a new hiring
committee established. We are looking for volunteers from St. Saviour’s to serve on the parish profile
committee. If you are interested, please reach out to Linda Foster or me.
Another hot topic: The Vestry is also considering the use of our campus by outside groups in light of a different use pattern this year and the changing faces of tourism and our Parish. I anticipate more discussion
on this policy at our meeting in October.
Our Vestry loves feedback – please let us know of your concerns and ideas. We also still have that suggestion box in the Parish Hall. Right next to the box, you will find our Vestry meeting minutes, which you
can also request from Muffet any time. You are also welcome to attend any of our meetings, which are
open to parishioners.
With thanks for the blessings of our Parish life together.
Jim Vallette

Join us for Halloween Cider & Donuts in the
Town Cemetery next door with BHUCC
Thursday, October 31st at 4:30!
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Scripture

10/6/

10/13

10/20

1st Reading

Lamentations

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Jeremiah 31:27-34

Psalm

Psalm 137

Psalm 66:1-11

2nd Reading

10/27
Joint Service at

Psalm 119:97-104

Church of Our Father

2 Timothy 1:1-14 2 Timothy 2:8-15

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

XXX

Gospel

Luke 17:5-10

Luke 17:11-19

Luke 18:1-8

XXX

Celebrant

Rev. Tim Fleck

Rev. Tim Fleck

Rev. Tim Fleck

XXX

Milestones we celebrate!

October Birthday Greetings
10/8 Eleanor Rayner
10/10 Sue Seavey
10/30 Louise Millar

Please let Muffet know if you do not see your birthday,
or wedding date here, we love to celebrate with you!

If you enjoy the fellowship of coffee
hour on Sundays, remember to sign up
with a friend. It does not have to be
fancy, just fun! More volunteers needed.

If you have not yet “liked” St. Saviour’s
Facebook page, take this as
your personal invitation. We
post events, sermons, photos
and video from the life of the
parish, as well as links to events
and articles of interest to members which you can share with
your friends. If you’re a Facebook user, all
you need to do is search for StSaviourBarHarbor in the search bar, and hit
“like”. If you’re not a Facebook user, you
can still view the page at https://
www.facebook.com/StSaviourBarHarbor/
#.

Prayer List:
We pray for Mary Smith, Joe R., John Fibiger, Mary T., Ray McDonald, Emily O’Connor, Nancy
(Place) Camerario, Sarah Cleaves, Barbara Dube, Nicholas, Ted Tibbetts, Bradley Seavey, Janet Flood,
Rachel, Kendra Riley, Bob Frazier, Gretchen Lane, Mimi, George Swanson, Charlie, Sarah B., Dickie,
Alex, Tristram Colket, Anne Cleaves and Pauline Hartin.
Please let Muffet know of any updates.

St Saviour's Episcopal Parish
41 Mt. Desert Street
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
Telephone (207) 288-4215
email: info@stsaviours.me
web site: www.stsaviours.me

-Weekly

Services 

Morning Prayer
Tuesday and Thursday at 8:30 am
Contemplative Prayer Fridays at Noon-Library
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Holy Eucharist
Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 am
Wednesdays at 12 noon

The mission of St. Saviour’s Parish of Bar Harbor is to put Jesus Christ first in our lives, to spread
the Good News of salvation through worship, education and ministry, building on the gifts and
heritage of our congregation, and to provide a welcoming atmosphere of love and compassion.

The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Stephen Lane, Bishop of the Diocese of Maine
The Rev. Tim Fleck, Rector Tim@mdi-episcopal.org
Margaret Stewart, Parish Administrator
St. Saviour’s uses 100% gluten free wafers and de-alcoholized wine.
The Sanctuary and Parish Hall are handicap accessible
Senior Warden: James Vallette; Junior Warden: Wayne Parlee: Treasurer: Sarah
Flood; Clerk: Linda Foster; Vestry Members: Lee Garrett, Dan Gatti, Tammy
Bloom, Pat Samuel.
Seasonal: Diane Zito.

