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From the Rector 

And God Laughs 
 

An old adage says that if you want to hear God laugh, tell him your plans.   

At one time or another most of us fall into the trap of believing that we have control 
over our lives and our futures, and that a well-laid plan is the first step toward the 
outcome we want.  We make to-do lists, strategic plans and contingency plans.  We 
tell each other that failing to plan is planning to fail.  When reality doesn’t match 
our plan, we just need a new plan (or a new reality). 

A little over seven years ago, Bob and I had made a plan for moving to MDI: that we would not think about relo-
cating until we had been here at least five years, and that then we would see where God was calling us.  Two years 
ago I began discerning whether I might be called somewhere else.  A year and a half ago, as the wardens of the 
parishes on MDI were making their own plans for the future, I shared my plans with them.  We all made plans for 
how we might all work together as three parishes with two priests, or four parishes with three priests, and how that 
transition might work.  It all seemed very manageable, even tidy. 

And God laughed. 

Within the last few months, four full-time settled priests in four parishes has become one settled priest.  The guy 
who was supposed to be the first to go has ended up the last one here.  A plan to keep doing what we have been 
doing with fewer resources has suddenly become an opportunity to follow God into something new and different.  
As one of our wardens said recently, “We’ve been talking for ten years about the four parishes coming together to 
work as one church on the island.  God has gotten tired of listening to us talking about it, and has called our bluff.” 

And God is laughing. 

Long conversations about church buildings and rectories and fractions of full-time priests have moved to the back 
burner as we look at the reality around us and see that we have a rare opportunity to look at our shared ministry 
with a clean slate, at least as it pertains to clergy leadership.  It is becoming clear that a lot of the work that we had 
done preparing for one transition has made us ready to face a different one; that a lot of the anxiety that we have 
been feeling over the past ten years was unnecessary and focused on the wrong things, anyway.  A plan that 
seemed impossible seven years ago now seems almost inevitable, and maybe even the goal toward which we have 
been moving. 

We are making new plans.  I have been experimenting with spreadsheets to see how one might provide Sunday 
worship among three or four parishes with two-and-a-half clergy:  the grids have begun to look like Mondrian 
paintings.  We have been making arrangements to train lay people to lead Morning Prayer as Sunday worship oc-
casionally.  Our diocese and our new Bishop have pledged their help and support.  Our wardens have been strate-
gizing about what we need to plan for the short term, the medium term, and the long term.   

The only thing I can predict with any certainty is that none of these plans will come to pass exactly as we have 
made them, even with the best foresight and the best will.   

No matter what happens God will bless us and lead us to new opportunities, if we will just follow.  If we don’t 
follow, or if we make a mess of those new opportunities, God will still bless us and work through us to do infinite-
ly more than we can ask or imagine. 

And God will laugh.   
 

Yours in Christ,   

Tim+ 
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Check out our Facebook Page at  
St Saviour  

and our website: www.stsaviours.me  
with the link to our Google  

calendar!  

In addition to our regular 8 & 10 am Sunday services and events, mark your calendars! 

 Eucharist on Wednesdays at noon in the Chapel is a simple, non-musical service.  We commemorate 
saints and seasons using the church’s published calendar, focusing on healing for ourselves and for the 
world. 

 Fridays at 11:30 am—Contemplative Prayer in the Rectory Library. All are welcome! 

 

 Bar Harbor Music Festival will have a concer t here at 8 pm Fr iday, July 26. 
 
 August 2 and 3 join us for “Carmen Burana” performed by the Mt. Desert Summer Chorale! 7:30 

pm both evenings.  

  

Summer Organ Series at 12:15 each Friday! 

 August 2:   Ensemble   Harmonie Universelle   

 August 9:   Laurent Jochum  

 August 16:   Julia Morris-Myers  

 August 23:    Daniel Pyle  

 August 30:  Michael Bauer 

(If you would be able to help with the hospitality following the SOS concerts, please see Marsha Lyons or Lin-
da Foster, or sign up in the Parish Hall.  Many hands make light work!) 

 

Recently, a parishioner found this passage most appropriate for 

our island churches right now.  

Galatians 6:9-10 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will 

reap at harvest-time if we do not give up. So then, whenever we 

have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and espe-

cially for those of the family of faith.” 
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The Church of England adopts Hymns 

During the first half of the 19th century, the singing of hymns became a part of an 

increasing number of Anglican parishes, in spite of the restriction in the Book of Com-

mon Prayer to metrical Psalms. The impulse for hymn-singing in Anglican parishes 

came from two seemingly opposite directions. One was the Evangelical side, under the 

influence of the Baptists and the Methodists. This is seen in the work of writers and 

pastors like William Cowper, John Newton, and Augustus Toplady (the latter two ordained in the Church of 

England). They, seeing the value of the songs by Watts, Doddridge, the Wesley brothers, and their like, used 

them in their own parishes. Toplady went public with his advocacy in the preface to his own Psalms and Hymns 

for Public and Private Worship in 1776. The very title makes clear his intent to use them in church. In the 19th 

century this Low-Church promotion of hymnody was taken up by James Montgomery and Reginald Heber. 

The other impetus to accept hymn-singing came from the Oxford movement. The Anglo-Catholics en-

couraged congregational hymns for the same reasons as the Evangelicals: the need to revive the spiritual life of 

the church. Whereas Watts, Newton, Cowper, and the Wesleys started by expanding the Psalm-texts to encom-

pass the redeeming work of Jesus, John Keble (founder of the Oxford movement) sought to reintroduce the kind 

of sung poetry that characterized the pre-Reformation church. 

Even though James Montgomery (1771–1854), poet and newspaper-editor, had a profound effect on the 

Anglican acceptance of hymn-singing, he was born and educated a Moravian, implying very strong Evangelical 

leanings. In 1810 Montgomery published the first edition of his Selection of Psalms and Hymns adapted to the 

Services of the Church of England. The revised edition came out in 1820, with the blessing of the Archbishop of 

York, and a second volume, Songs of Zion: being Imitations of the Psalms, containing exclusively his own po-

etry, in 1822. Nine of his lyrics are found in The Hymnal 1982, including “Angels from the realms of glory,” 

“Hail to the Lord’s anointed,” Go to dark Gethsemane,” and “O bless the Lord my soul.” 

As good as these hymns are, Montgomery’s main impact came during the years 1817–1820 resulting from 

a disagreement between the parishioners of St. Paul’s in Sheffield and their curate, James Cotterill. Rev. Cotter-

ill asked Montgomery to revise his 1810 Selection for the use of his parish, but the members rejected it, and the 

disagreement went all the way to the Diocesan Consistory Court. The Court’s decision was typically Anglican: 

it found that the singing of both Psalms and hymns was illegal according to the Book of Common Prayer, but 

that both were so commonly practiced that a prohibition could not be enforced. And so Montgomery’s hymnal 

was published in 1820 with the Archbishop’s approval, and the singing of hymns was at least tacitly approved 

in half of the Church of England (the province of York). 

 

(cont’d on pg. 4) 

http://stsaviours.me/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Daniel.jpg
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(cont’d from pg. 3) 

During those same years, Reginald Heber was also writing hymns, intending them for use in his own par-

ishes. Heber, twelve years younger than Montgomery, seemed opposite from his older contemporary: born in a 

well-off family, son of an Anglican priest, educated at Oxford, ordained to the priesthood, and eventually a 

bishop (of Calcutta, from which his see included all of India and Australia). Some hymns which are well-

known by Heber include “Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,” “Bread of the world, in mercy bro-

ken,” and “God that madest earth and heaven;” but by far the most widely sung is the one that he composed for 

Trinity Sunday in 1810, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” None of them were published until shortly 

after his death in 1826, but their very existence demonstrates that hymns were moving into the mainstream of 

Anglican practice. 

John Keble (1792-1866), like Reginald Heber, was son of an Anglican priest, and educated at Oxford. He 

stayed on at Oxford as a lecturer and tutor, at the same time as being ordained. During the 1820’s, in between 

parish and academic work, he completed a cycle of devotional poems, one for each day of the year and based 

on the liturgical calendar, which was published in 1827 under the title The Christian Y ear. It was immensely 

popular, and on the strength of its success he was elected Professor of Poetry at Oxford from 1831 to 1841. 

Although he probably did not intend the collection as a “hymnal,” many of the poems were sung as hymns. 

Some of them remain in our hymnal: “Blest are the pure in heart” (no. 656) and “New every morning is the 

love” (no. 10). His greatest influence on Anglican hymnody, however, is as a leader of the new Oxford Move-

ment, which revived much of medieval ceremonial in worship, including music, and inspired a younger gener-

ation of poets to reach into the literature of the past for the congregational songs of the (then) present.  

Finally, a glimpse across the Atlantic. Although the English church did not approve the use of hymns un-

til the 1830’s, in America the newly-founded Episcopal Church admitted them from its very beginning, at the 

same time that Augustus Toplady was struggling to have them accepted in England. The first proposed Ameri-

can Book of Common Prayer, drafted in 1785, included 51 hymns and eight pages of hymn-tunes. It might be 

supposed that the fledgling American church was strongly influenced by The Great Awakening, that nation-

wide (if we can use that term of the Colonies) revival in the 1730’s and -40’s of which Jonathan Edwards was 

a part. When the first American BCP was finally adopted in 1789, the number of hymns reduced to 27 — but 

that hymns were included at all means that the singing of words not taken directly from Scripture was given 

official sanction for the first time in a part of the Anglican Communion (as we would call it now). Four of 

those hymns are still in the Episcopal hymnal: “While shepherds watched their flocks by night” (no. 94), “My 

God, thy table now is spread” (no. 321), “The spacious firmament on high” (no. 409), and “Come, Holy Spirit, 

heavenly dove” (no. 510). Almost a half century later, the Church of England finally followed suit, amending 

the Prayer Book to allow hymns in its liturgies. 

©2019 Daniel S. Pyle 
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Vestry notes from June and July  
 

We have had some amazing discussions at the last two months’ Vestry meetings. These have been heartfelt and 
contemplative discussions in which I certainly could feel the presence of the Holy Spirit as we listened to what 
each other were saying with open minds. 
 
In June, we met shortly after our joint service with our fellow parishes of Mount Desert Island.  That service 
coincided with International Children’s Day, during which local citizens concerned about conditions for young 
refugees along the U.S.-Mexico border installed clotheslines with small pajamas representing the children. One 
of the clotheslines was installed in front of St. Saviour’s.  Our Vestry recognized this act as an expression of 
Jesus’ love for children, above all. We also realized potential confusion over its message, and how it could be 
interpreted as a partisan display. From this discussion, by unanimous affirmation, we passed the following  
resolution: “Recognizing that the Rector has the final say in use of the church and/or grounds, the Vestry  
respectfully requests that it be consulted when a request for church use involves events that are potentially  
controversial.” 
 
Also in June, anticipating the time when he would be called to another ministry, Tim+ introduced a plan to 
train interested parishioners in leading a Morning Prayer service once per month beginning in the Fall. The  
only difference between these Sunday services and regular ones is that they will be lay-led, without a full  
eucharist.   
 
This idea proved to be fortuitous as we learned at the end of June that Mother Kathleen and Father John will be 
leaving MDI at the end of August. 
 
The Vestry meeting in July focused on our response to this development.  This meeting followed an emergency 
meeting of the four island parishes’ wardens, with Father Tim present for the second half.  These wardens’ 
meetings have no formal function; rather, we gather our thoughts and present them to our Vestries for  
discussion and action as appropriate. 
 
From these meetings, our Vestry, including Tim+, came to realize that the departure of Kathleen+ and John+, 
whom we will miss dearly, accelerates our timeline for partnership.  
 
As of September, our four island parishes will have one full-time rector (Tim+) and one half-time temporary 
priest dedicated to St. Mary’s and St. Andrew’s through the end of the year.  
 
The island wardens will be meeting with our new Bishop +Thomas, and Canon Michael Ambler, on July 30 to 
ensure that our parishioners’ needs are fully met.   
 
Our Vestry agreed with the other parishes’ wardens: we will be asking the Diocese for immediate help,  ideally 
in the form of a priest to be appointed in September.  With another priest on MDI, we will actually begin our 
partnership as envisions: 2.5 priests for 4 parishes.  Father Tim has offered to rotate among St. John’s & St. 
Andrew’s, Church of Our Father, and St. Saviour’s while he is here. His presence will help to stabilize the pre-
sent and prepare the future. In addition to filling our immediate pastoral needs, this will help with expenses at 
each of our parishes, which are under increasing strain.  
 
Other recent topics have included maintaining the stained glass windows, fixing the roof, developing a guide 
for Ushers/Greeters (thanks to our chief usher, Don Allen!), the furnace and ramp projects (both are nearly 
complete!), and the potential for solar power on our campus. 
 
Full Vestry minutes are available on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall, and at any time by request from Muf-
fet, our Parish administrator. 
 
Please let me or any of our Vestry members know if you have any concerns or questions.  
 
With thanks, 
Jim Vallette, Senior Warden 
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Priests, Rabbis, Nuns, oh my!  
 
Looking for some summer reading?  Divinity sleuths to read: 
 
Julia Spencer-Fleming, In the Bleak Midwinter 
Deborah Woodworth, A Deadly Shaker Spring 
Ellis Peters, A Morbid Taste for Bones 
Harry Kemelman, Friday the Rabbi Slept Late 
Brad Reynolds, Cruel Sanctuary 
Michelle Blake, The Book of Light 
Cristina Sumners, Crooked Heart 
Peter Tremayne, Absolution by Murder 
Emilie Richards, A Truth for a Truth 
G.K. Chesterton, The Innocence of Father Brown 
 

Enjoy! 

Carmen Greene 

Pentecost with our sister island churches 

was a festive and beautiful service and 

celebration of our collaboration! 
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Annual Meeting Minutes St. Saviour’s -  June 30, 2019 
 
The 142nd meeting of St. Saviour’s was called to order at 11:20 and opened with prayer. 
 
29 members were in attendance and a quorum was recognized. 
 
We began with the Rector’s report.  Tim+ thanked all those who keep us going. A special thanks was given for 
Muffet, our Administrative Assistant, Daniel, our Music Minister, the Vestry and its Officers. A special thanks 
to our retiring Jr. Warden, Wayne, who does so much to maintain our physical plant. 
 
Our major projects are almost complete. The railings for the access ramp are coming this week and will be in-
stalled. The new boiler installation is finished. We are looking next to restore and maintain our stained glass 
windows, some of which need immediate attention. Assistance with fundraising for this is being pursued. 
 
We had the church roof replaced recently and a leak has sprung. The roofer will be notified so the shingles 
there can be replaced. 
 
Our relationship and cooperative work with the other Episcopal churches on the island continues to evolve, 
with members of St. Mary’s now attending planning meetings. 
 
Tim+ announced that Muffet is beginning plans to retire sometime in the next year.  Her service to this parish 
is invaluable, so a careful search for her replacement is critically important. 
 
Guidelines/job description for the ministry of greeter/usher have been developed by Don Allen and Tim+.   
These will be given to all parishioners who provide this service, as well as Lapel pins which help identify 
them. 
 
The minutes of our last year’s June 24 annual meeting were approved. 
 
The Annual Reports as published were approved.  An appeal for more volunteers to serve on Committees was 
given. 
 
Nominating Committee: The following candidates were presented for election. They are: 
Jr. Warden-Linda Foster, Clerk-David Cuthbertson, Vestry members- SueAnn Sargent and Diane Zito. Dele-
gates to Convention- Clyde (Buck) Jardine, Carolyn Reed and Tammy Bloom, with Jim Vallette and Linda 
Foster as alternates. 
 
As there were no additional nominations from the floor, a motion was made and seconded to close nomina-
tions and have the clerk cast one ballot to elect the above slate. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
It was announced that our Bicentennial is coming soon and a major Fundraising Campaign is being planned in 
conjunction with that. 
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed. The meeting was ad-
journed with prayer and thanksgiving at 11:40 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Linda Foster, Parish Clerk 
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Where Are the Children Pop-Up Art Exhibition 
 
 On Sunday, June 9, St. Saviour's was one of 35 
Mount Desert Island locations of pop-up art installations 
featuring children's pajamas on clotheslines. Other loca-
tions included the YWCA, Somesville Union Meeting 
House, Southwest Harbor Public Library, Bar Harbor Village Green and other public spaces, and many pri-
vate homes. 
 
 The temporary one day exhibit was designed to draw attention to the on-going separation of refugee 
children from their parents at the southern border of the United States. It was presented in solidarity with a 
large display on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., and smaller exhibitions around the country as part of 
International Children's Day. The objective locally was to start conversations about what is happening and 
what is the appropriate response of the citizenry.  
 
 As the creator of the installation at St. Saviour's, my exhibit was an act of faithful Christian witness. 
How should people of faith, and Christian organizations in particular, respond to the trauma intentionally be-
ing caused to these children and their families? Do we as Christians have an obligation to speak out? If so, 
how?  If not, why not? What would Jesus do?   
 
 The "Where are the Children?" project grew out of an idea from Maryland high school student, Alex 
Kohn, who attended an April 2018 conference, "A Just Migration for All"  held by the Unitarian Universalist 
United Nations Office. After Alex and his friends got home, they hung up children's pajamas at their own 
church to call attention to the fact that the United States government is violating a decades-old, court-
approved agreement that migrant children should not be detained for more than 20 days and must be released 
to their parents or a family member. 
 
Gail Leiser 

Below is a display around which there was some conversation last month along with the explanation of the 

purpose.  



 

 

Prayer List 
We pray for Lucinda Dudley, Joe R., Lance Kuehne, Kristin McKee, Mary T., Anne Zaslau, Ray 
McDonald, Emily O’Connor, Ellie Batchelder, Geoff Schuller, Nancy (Place) Camerario, Haji Avila, Jack 
Drake, Sarah Cleaves, Kathy and Robin, Barbara Dube, Nicholas, Linda Carman, Ted Tibbetts, Bradley 
Seavey, Janet Flood, Rachel, Kendra Riley, Bob Frazier, Gretchen Lane, Mimi, George Swanson, Charlie, 
Sarah B., Dickie, Alex, Tristram Colket, Anne Cleaves and Pauline Hartin.   

 

           Birthday Greetings    
July 6    Sheldon Goldthwait 

July 16   Ian Graham 

July 18  Elizabeth Hodder 

 Patricia Nolan 

July 22   Lucy Triplett 

July 25 Carolyn Reed 

July 28  Linda Foster 

July 29  Sarah Flood 

August 11 John Walls 

August 20 Roger Samuel 

Milestones we celebrate at St. Saviour’s! 

Marriage Anniversaries 

July 4       Elizabeth & Melville Hodder 

July 25     Marilyn & Bill Voorhies  

August 14  Joshua and Lindsey Leiser-Lively 

August  16 Charles and Marsha Lyons 

August 18 Gail and Rick Leiser 

August 26 Linda and Herb Carman 

August 30 Emily Samuel and Don Dalton 

 
Please let Muffet know if you do not see your birthday  or 
wedding date here . We love to celebrate with you! 
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Confidential Prayer Chain: Unlike our  published prayer  lists, prayer  r equests that come into the 
Prayer Chain remain private to the prayer chain itself, which will pray devotedly for one week unless an up-
dated request is made. If you'd like to know more about this or our Pastoral Care Team, please contact Sue 
Blaisdell or Mother Kathleen+ at 669-2029. 

 7/28 8/4 8/11 8/18 8/25 

 Pentecost 7 Pentecost 8 Pentecost 9 Pentecost 10 Pentecost 11 

1st Reading Hosea 1:2-10 Hosea 11:1-11 Isaiah  1:1,10-20 Isaiah 5:1-7 Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 85 107:1-9, 43 50:1-8, 23-24 80:1-2, 8-19 71:1-6 

2nd Reading Colossians 2:6-

19 

Colossians 3:1-

11 

Hebrews 11:1-

3,8-16 

Hebrews 11:29-

12:2 

Hebrews 12:18-

29 

Gospel Luke 11:1-13 Luke 12:13-21 Luke 12:32-40 Luke 12:4-56 Luke 13:10-17 

Celebrant Rev. Tim Fleck Rev. Tim Fleck Rev. Kathleen 

Killian 

Rev. Tim Fleck Rev. Tim Fleck 



 

 

..-Weekly Services    

Morning Prayer 
Tuesday and Thursday at 8:30 am 

Contemplatve Prayer Fridays at 11:30 am-Library 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Holy Eucharist 
Wednesdays at 12 Noon 

Sundays at 7:30 and 10:00 am 
 

Check our website for the many other services and events 
at St. Saviour’s this summer! www.StSaviours.me 

 

 

The mission of St. Saviour’s Parish of Bar Harbor is to put Jesus Christ first in our  lives, to spread the Good News of 

salvation through worship, education and ministry, building on the gifts and  

heritage of our congregation, and to provide a  welcoming atmosphere of love and compassion. 

The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 

The Right Reverend Thomas James Brown, Bishop of the Diocese of Maine 

The Rev. Tim Fleck, Rector  Tim@mdi-episcopal.org 

Daniel Pyle, Music Director 

Margaret Stewart, Parish Administrator 

St. Saviour’s uses 100% gluten free bread and de-alcoholized wine. 

The Sanctuary and Parish Hall are  handicap accessible  

Senior Warden: Jim Vallette;  Junior Warden: Linda Foster;  Treasurer: Sarah Flood; Clerk: Dave Cuthbertson 

Vestry Members: Lee Garrett, Dan Gatti, Tammy Bloom, Pat Samuel, SueAnn Sargent, Diane Zito. 

St Saviour's Episcopal Parish 
41 Mt. Desert Street 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 
Telephone (207) 288-4215 
email: info@stsaviours.me 
website: www.stsaviours.me 
Like us on Facebook: St Saviour 
The Rev. Timothy Fleck, Rector 


