Wishing you all a most
blessed and safe
Christmas!
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Exciting News!

A new priest has been called to join us on M.D.I. Please welcome The Reverend
Holly Hoffmann as our new Priest in Charge, elect, at Church of Our Father, St.
John’s/St. Andrew’s and St. Saviour’s.

The Rev Hoffmann comes to us from St. Alban’s in Cape Elizabeth, ME where she
is currently the Associate Rector at St. Alban’s and also Executive Director of St.
Elizabeth’s Jubilee Center.

The priesthood is a second career for her. Prior to entering seminary, she was a high school English teacher and
Associate Dean of Academics at Gould Academy in Bethel, Maine. She attended Yale Divinity School and was
ordained in 2018.

Following several months of work, the search committees of St. Andrew/St. John, Church of Our Father and St.
Saviour’s chose The Rev Hoffmann. We all felt that the Spirit was guiding us in our discernment as she was selected on a first vote by all three unique and diverse search committees. (A truly amazing event!) The Vestries of
St.Saviour’s, St. Andrew’s and St John’s and Church of Our Father, along with their congregation, all approved
the calling of the Rev Hoffmann. Following this approval, Bishop Brown was notified and gave his “joyful consent” to our calling her as our priest.
When asked what she would like to be called, she responded: “I am comfortable being called Mother Holly,
should a title be necessary, or the Rev. Holly Hoffmann, if the whole name is being used. Referring to me as Holly
is also perfectly fine in informal settings. You will sometimes see me sign my name with a Cross after it
(Holly+).”

If you are interested, attached below are links to some of her sermons
Link to a sermon at St Alban's May 3, 2020:
Holly Hoffman Sermon, St. Albans Episcopal Church, Cape Elizabeth, Maine, May 3, 2020 - YouTube
Link to the service Mother Hoffman did for the search committee:
https://youtu.be/KsXiUtxtvig !
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
This year the MDI Episcopal community will offer an online
YouTube Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols on Christmas
Eve at 4 pm, with participation from all the congregations on the
Island.
Viewing information is below.
Both services will be viewed by clicking on this MDI Episcopal
link or it can be seen on the MDI local channel 2 by Jeff Dobbs
Production.
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP AND
COMMUNION
Christmas Day, there will be Holy Eucharist available online at our YouTube channel by 10 am which
is from St. Mary’s Chapel at the link above.
Christmas Day there will be drive by pick up communion
(bread only, gluten free available) for parishioners, family
and friends at each church as follows:

11am-12noon at St. Mary's, Northeast Harbor
12noon-3pm at St. Saviour's (the Rectory Common door),
Bar Harbor
2 to 4pm at St. John's, Southwest Harbor
No registration is necessary -- come with your family and
friends!

If you would like Communion brought to you at
home this year - please stay safe everyone - a Runner for Christ will deliver Christmas Communion
safely to your door during Christmas week. Call or
email your church office and leave your name, address and phone number so we can call you to arrange a day and time.
St. Saviour's parishioners call 288-4215 or email
info@stsaviours.me.
Both services can be viewed by clicking on
this MDI Episcopal link or they can be seen
on the MDI local channel 2 by Jeff Dobbs
Production.
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Lessons & Carols
This year on Christmas Eve, instead of celebrating the Feast of the Nativity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, we will have our own version of what is probably the most
popular church-service in the world: the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for
Christmas. The most famous example of this, of course, is the one observed every year
on Christmas Eve in the spectacularly beautiful chapel of King’s College at Cambridge University, including the singing of the equally-beautiful choir of that same chapel.
Festival of Lessons and Carols has been sung continuously at King’s College since 1918, making it the
oldest continuously-observed example of this service. But it was not the first. That honor belongs to the Cathedral Church in Truro (England). It was first celebrated on Christmas Eve 1880, designed and led by the Bishop
of Truro, Edward Benson (who later became Archbishop of Canterbury). Bp. Benson wanted to devise a service that would attract the largely working-class citizens of Truro. He created a service that alternated readings
from Scripture with Christmas carols. These songs had become increasingly popular since the 1860s, but this
was the first time that they were used in a church service in the Church of England. Its popularity spread slowly, but it became a fixture in Anglican worship when the idea was revived by the Dean of King’s College at
Cambridge University for Christmas Eve 1918. In both situations it was designed specifically for Christmas
Eve, and the Lessons (traditionally nine in number) were chosen to tell the story of the Incarnation.
The readings (“Lessons”) from Holy Scripture are alternated with songs of some sort, choral anthems or
congregations songs. They are linked thematically, chosen to reveal a progression of either events or prophetic
announcements, amounting to a telling of some part of the salvation-story. (Charles Jennens used the same
technique in his libretto for Handel’s oratorio Messiah, which consists entirely of a series of excerpts from the
Psalms, the Prophets, and the Epistles.) This pattern of scripture-lessons alternated with songs is, of course, far
more ancient than Christmas Eve in Truro in 1880. The second portion of the Easter Vigil is structured in exactly the same way: readings from the Old Testament and the Epistles alternating with songs — in this case,
Psalms and Canticles. Originally there were twelve readings with their respective Psalms; now we use six or
seven. We do not know if Edward Benson was familiar with the Easter Vigil when he devised the Nine Lessons
and Carols, but since that service was dropped in the English church during the Reformation and only restored
in the aftermath of the Oxford Movement it is unlikely.
What Bp. Benson at Truro, and later Rev. Milner-White at Cambridge, did was to frame the Lessons with
a “Bidding Prayer” at the beginning and a series of short prayers (modeled after those found the Evening Prayer
service) at the end. Our own service this year, which will be seen not only on the MDI Episcopal YouTube
channel but also on local television, will be somewhat shorter, having six lessons instead of nine; and like Bp.
Benson’s original service in Truro, all the carols will be well-known songs that all can join in (even if at home).
©2020 Daniel S. Pyle
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We may not be inside the Sanctuary
for Christmas this year, but our hearts
are, and the church continues full
force and we look forward to opening
these beautiful doors soon!

Left: Preparations start for the possible use
of the Rectory with a new floor and heat for
the kitchen/living/dining area. Looks and
feels great!

Thank you to all of the donors from the island Episcopal churches that donated more
than $1,200 for gift cards for our MDI students at the High School, Connors Emerson
and Pemetic schools! You have helped some
children have a truly Merry Christmas!
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Sacred Ground: A Film-Based Dialogue Series on Race & Faith

Winter/Spring study group on racism, racial healing, racial justice and reconciliation
•

Part of the Episcopal Church Becoming Beloved Community initiative

•

Documentary film and text-based learning with small group discussion twice monthly

•

Open to the MDI Episcopal community (registration for the entire series is required)

Sacred Ground is an Episcopal-developed series of gatherings that are “part of the Becoming Beloved Community initiative of The Episcopal Church, a long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society. ...This is a race dialogue series designed for these
times. It is an attempt to be responsive to the profound challenges that currently exist in our society. It is focused on the challenges that swirl around issues of race and racism, as well as the difficult but respectful and
transformative dialogue we need to have with each other about them. It invites participants to walk back
through history in order to peel away the layers that brought us to today, and to do so in a personal way, reflecting on family histories and stories, as well as important narratives that shape the collective American story. It holds the vision of beloved community as a guiding star – where all people are honored and protected
and nurtured as beloved children of God, where we weep at one another’s pain and seek one another’s flourishing.” (Quotes are from the Episcopal Church Sacred Ground website at: https://episcopalchurch.org/sacredground/)
More information from the Episcopal Church about this program is available on the web at:
https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/participant-preparation-guide.

Gail Leiser and Jayne Ashworth will facilitate the study for the MDI Episcopal community. Specific details
(dates, time commitment, materials to be used, etc.) about the local program can be found on the MDI Episcopal website at http://mdi-episcopal.org/blog2/2020/11/22/mdi-episcopal-sacred-ground-winter-spring-2021/.
We encourage you to visit this site as you consider your participation in the MDI Sacred Ground program.
This study is part of a journey that requires an openness and willingness to examine our histories, our current
lives, and how structural racism affects everything we know, including our faith. We hope that you will
prayerfully consider making a commitment to joining us. If you have questions or are interested in becoming a
part of the circle for Sacred Ground here on MDI, please contact Jayne Ashworth at
jayne.ashworth@gmail.com, (207) 244-5985) or Gail Leiser (gail.leiser@gmail.com, (207) 288-9083). Should
you need financial assistance for obtaining the books needed for the study, please contact Rev. Stephen
Muncie: stephenmuncie@mac.com.
We look forward to hearing from you. Jayne and Gail
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St. Saviour’s Church Vestry Meeting - December 6, 2020

Present:

Patricia Samuel, Tammy Bloom, Sue Blaisdell, Linda Foster, Diane Zito, Carolyn Reed, Gail
Leiser, David Cuthbertson, Buck Jardine & Eliza Vallette
Linda opened with a simple prayer.
Discussion: Parish directory needs updating and Muffet prefers to place online vs. making multiple printed
copies
Patricia reported on the cookie ministry. It went very well and we had lots of contributors. The
abundant leftovers are to be shared with the police and fire fighters.
Buck Jardine reported for the Search Committee on the status of the new Priest in Charge. The committee has
chosen the best candidate and this person has accepted. Responses to our needs and the proper fit of her candidacy were her strong points. Her references were stellar. Her resume speaks to rapid advancement in her various career steps; telling of her abilities to lead, to organize, her use of technical skills and her making the most
of anything she is involved in. Linda added that we had 17 candidates, interviewed 13 of these and reviewed all
aspects of each candidate to make this choice. Reverend Hoffmann’s husband is onboard to her accepting this
position and is fairly confident that he can find his own niche in our area. Rev. Holly has accepted our call
pending acceptance of the various vestries.
Her acceptance was moved, seconded and it passed unanimously within our vestry. The other two vestries will
be meeting today as well to [hopefully] approve this choice.
Holly Hoffmann was then texted and asked to join our meeting as a form of introduction. Those present introduced themselves and told a bit about themselves.
Our next step is to draw up a letter of agreement to share with Holly, the various vestries and Canon Ambler.
The Diocese values her as a member and is happy that she will be staying in Maine and not accepting a post
outside the Diocese.
Treasurer’s Report: Tammy updated us on the budget. We are holding back on the inclusion of “extra income” such as those generated when the buildings are actually open for public use. Also, our building expenses
are somewhat less as we are not using them at this time. As to other income, Tammy is using conservative figures at this point with the hope that additional income can sweeten these figures. Linda felt that adding a line
item to the budget for more outreach would be appropriate. It was mentioned that our focus with outreach
would be to keep it as local as possible. A flat amount will be budgeted for Outreach and decisions of when and
where to distribute it decided in early 2021.
Linda has discovered that we have not had an audit of our books in a long time. This is highly recommended
and is timely given the various changes (new administrator, new priest, the three-church partnership). The vestry members agreed that this audit should be done and timely.
Christmas communion will be physically distributed this season. Folks can come to a common place to pick it
up (to be announced) and there will be arrangements made to bring communion to those who cannot come to
receive it. “Runners for Christ” will be arranged.
If the new priest and her husband wish to live on sight, there will be a request for a pick-up crew to clean up the
rectory. It is in fairly good shape but needs to be spruced up (if you were moving into a new space, you’d want
it to be clean !).
Plans for commemoration of Muffet’s retirement are progressing. Various contributors are coming forward.
(cont’d on pg. 7)
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(Vestry cont’d from pg. 6)
A study of racial equality and justice is going to take place locally going into Spring
2021. The goal is up to 15 persons participating. Video clips have been sent out to
give persons a taste of what to expect from the program. Starting date is 4th Tuesday of
January meeting twice a month until June 2021. Gail will send out the information
again to update participants and renew interest.

Update on Lawsuit: Nothing new to report. We have filed a response to the lawsuit. Ted Fletcher is representing St. Saviour’s interest on a fee-per-hour basis. We hope to wait until after this is
settled and then market the condo separately.
Pat offered a resource from the Virginia Theological Seminary’s website for celebrating by persons in our
lives that enter either our homes or the sacred spaces at this time of the year. More to come on this.
Tammy shared that Michael Ross (a long-time member of our parish) was injured while riding his bike in
Florida and is in the hospital. Prayers are asked for.
Articles for the monthly newsletter continue to be encouraged. These are useful in keeping folks in touch
with each other and with the general congregation(s).
Respectfully Submitted,
David Cuthbertson - Clerk

A sad and fond farewell from Muffet
As most of you know by now, I will be retiring from St. Saviour’s as of 1/1/2021 and it
is with very mixed feelings that I leave. I have had 13 wonderful years with you all, and
I depart with a heart full of joy and great memories.
I am so grateful to you all for making my job so easy. There is the most wonderful support for the office in this parish, and I know this will continue as Paul Dickson takes
over. (Watch for an article about Paul in January.) I loved working with each and every
one of you, and if I tried to name you all, it would fill this page! I leave assured that the
office and the church are in good hands.
Mother Holly and Paul will need the efforts of each and every one of you in the coming months as they move
into position and get to know you all. Needless to say, I had hoped that our new Priest would have been in
position a few months ago, but COVID-19 took care of that. I know St. Saviour’s will flourish under their capable hands and of course, I will be around to help as needed in the transition.
This is a church that supports their clergy and staff in every way and that is a true blessing!
I will keep in touch in all ways, will likely see many of you on the streets of Bar Harbor and Ellsworth, and
look forward to watching the happy times ahead at St. Saviour’s.
I love you all and will be eternally grateful for the opportunity you gave me in working here.
In peace,
Muffet
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Caring Circles at St. Saviour’s
This fall, the members of St. Saviour's Vestry realized it would be the loving and caring thing to do to provide more ways for parishioners to reach out to each other and to combat the isolation so many of us have
felt in these trying times of the Coronavirus pandemic. So Diane Zito, Pat and Roger Samuel and others decided to inaugurate "Caring circles" so that Zoom technology could be put to use in our pastoral care for
each other.
The Caring Circles are small groups of parishioners who meet by Zoom once or twice a month (or more if
they want) just to talk, to exchange news, to share their prayer concerns and to pray for each other, for the
church, and for the world. There is no other agenda and no "leadership" per se. The groups are self driven
with the meetings shaped by the participants in the way that seems best to them.
There are currently two Circles that meet regularly. The circle facilitated by Marsha Lyons and myself is
meeting every other Friday evening at 7p.m. The circle facilitated by Roger Samuel and Debbie Kiley
meets at 4p.m. every other Thursday. Both are open to new members and if either grows too large we will
split up and make other circles.
In fact we hope they grow and grow so that all our parishioners can be touched by these circles of caring
like ripples on a pond. This is one way we can Love Our Neighbor as Jesus asks us to do.
Joining a Caring Circle was perfect for me, for since moving to Orland (and never really wanting to leave
my lovely new house anyway) I have felt a bit too removed from my St. Saviour family. It is a wonderful
way to keep in contact and to know that even if we walk through the shadow of the valley of death itself,
God will be with us and will not let us walk the path alone.

Technology is a blessing, but there are still many people who have not adopted Zoom and so cannot be part
of the circles in that way. They can, however, be involved by call in to a phone number and meeting
code we will give them. We keep them in our prayers and we are constantly thinking of ways to keep
reaching out to them too.
If you know of someone who is alone, please pick up the phone and say hello. And if you are feeling alone,
and can use a computer or smart phone or would like to call in on your regular phone, come join a Caring Circle! Call or email me, Roger, Marsha, Debbie, or the church office (info@stsaviours.me), and we
will get you involved!
And continue to be safe, wear a mask, observe social distancing, and know that the light at the end of the
tunnel is Jesus himself coming into the word in beauty and truth.

Blessings to you all in this Advent and Christmas season, and much love,
Jenny.
The Rev. Dr. Jennifer Reece

St Saviour's Voice - Issue 205, December, 2020

Page 9

Looking for special Christmas cards?
We have just the one! Take a look at our beautiful card of
the Nativity stained glass window.
On Sale for $3 each or 12 cards for $30.
If applicable, please add $5 for mailing, make your check
payable to
St. Saviour’s Parish and mail it with your request to
41 Mt. Desert Street, Bar Harbor, ME 04609!

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Christmas Gift Cards for MDI Students! Between St. Andrew and St. John and St. Saviour’s, we were able to give
$1,200 in gift cards to make a rough Christmas a whole lot better for our kids!
Scripture Readings
Date

Psalm

1st Reading

2nd Reading

12/20 Canticle 15 2 Samuel, 7:1-11,16 Romans 16:25-27
12/24 Lessons and Carols Worship
12/25 Psalm 98
Isaiah 52:7-10
Hebrews 1:1-12
12/27 Psalm 147
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25;
4:4-7

Milestones we celebrate
at St. Saviour’s!

Marriage Anniversaries
December 8 Dave and Pat Buccello
December 22 Pat and Roger Samuel

(if applicable * denotes deceased, but still in our hearts. Please let us
know if you prefer not to be listed in the future)

Gospel

Celebrant/Preacher

Luke 1:26-38
John 1:1-14

Rev. Bill Hague
Rev. Steve Muncie
Rev. Steve Muncie

John 1:1-18

Diocese of Maine

Birthday Greetings
December 2
December 3
December 11
December 13
December 14
December 26
December 28
December 31

Isabel Bohrer
Jim Vallette
Catherine Walton
Don Allen
Calvin Tweedie
Addison Lively
Paul Coston
Lindsey Leiser-Lively

St Saviour's Episcopal Parish
41 Mt. Desert Street
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
Telephone (207) 288-4215
email: info@stsaviours.me
web site: www.stsaviours.me

The mission of St. Saviour’s Parish of Bar Harbor is to put Jesus Christ first in our lives, to spread the
Good News of salvation through worship, education and ministry, building on the gifts and heritage of
our congregation, and to provide a welcoming atmosphere of love and compassion.
The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Thomas J. Brown, Bishop of the Diocese of Maine
The Reverend Holly Hoffmann, Priest-In-Charge, elect
Dr. Daniel Pyle, Director of Music Music@stsaviours.me
Margaret Stewart, Parish Administrator info@stsaviours.me
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, the buildings are closed, but the Church is open!
Join us on YouTube Sundays for worship and Wednesdays for Music and Chatter.
Tuesday Bible Study is at 10:30 am weekly on Zoom.
St. Saviour’s uses 100% gluten free bread and de-alcoholized wine.
The Sanctuary and Parish Hall are handicap accessible
Senior Warden: Linda Foster; Junior Warden: Gail Leiser; Treasurer: Tammy Bloom; Clerk: Dave Cuthbertson; Vestry
Members: Eliza Vallette, Carolyn Reed, Debbie Parlee, Pat Samuel, Sue Blaisdell, Diane Zito

